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FRG’s Kohl, UK’s Thatcher Confer 
LD0212102488 Hamburg DPA in German 
0946 GMT 2 Dec 88 


{Excerpt} Rhodes (DPA)—In Rhodes this Morning, Fed- 
eral Chancellor Helmut Kohl and British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher started to coordinate, as closely as 
possible, their respective policies towards the East before 
the start of the EEC summit. This topic will probably be 
at the fore at Kohl’s traditional breakfast with French 
President Francois Mitterrand tommorrow. 


Gcevernment spokesman Friedhelm Ost stressed that 
relations with the East were of “central significance” not 
only for Bonn but also for London. “More favorable 
prospects” which were arising in Moscow and the other 
Warsaw Pact capitals had to be discussed. 


Personal relations between Kohl and Mrs Thatcher, 
which have long becn regarded in the EEC as a hinder- 
ance to European progress, seem to have improved. 
According to Ost, the Federal chancellor invited the 
prime minister to privately visit the Kohl domicile at 
Ludwigshafen-Oggersheim. [passage omitted] 


EC ‘Half-Time’ Talks on Single Market Viewed 
AU0112162388 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German | Dec 88 p 2 


{“Ho.” report: “European Council Review Aftex ‘Ha!f- 
Time’ in Completion of Internal Market"’} 


[Text] Brussels—The progress of the EC on the path 
toward a unified internal market, the increasing impor- 
tance of the Twelve in the world, and the role of the 
community in the dialogue with the East and the Pales- 
tinians ate in the foreground of the European Council 
meeting of the heads of state and government on the 
Greek isiand of Rhodes on Friday and Saturday [2-3 
December]. Prime Minister Papandreou, who will chair 
the EC till the end of the year, Goes not want to deal with 
the controversial topics of the community's further 
development but, instead of this, wants to discuss the 
less controversial questions of finalizing the internal 
market which is planned for 1992. Therefore, neither the 
institutional prerequisites for a political union, which 
British Prime Minister Thatcher has already rejected, 
nor the conflicts in the currency and tax policies which 
are beginning to show are scheduled for discussion in the 
former Grand Master’s Palace of the Order of the 
Knights of Malta. However, in Brussels it is not excluded 
that Mrs Thatcher will basically oppose the progress 
which is desired by the other eleven members with 
regard to a socially secure situation for employees in the 
internal market. 


In his letter of invitation to the heads of state and 
government, Papandreou first proposes a discussion at 
“half-time” in the completion of the internal market. 
The Brussels EC Commission has presented a report on 
the progress made in 4 years, which is not satisfactory in 
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all respects. The finance and environmental ministers in 
particular are reprimanded with regard to the necessary 
efforts at harmonization. Commission President Delors 
hopes that the Rhodes summit will provide an impulse 
for a fast adjustment of the different value added taxes, 
and other excise duties. Recently, the Council of Minis- 
ters approved a rather general declaration which will 
now be submitted to the European Council in Rhodes. It 
contains the request to make environmental protection 
an “integra: part” of all sectors of European policy. 


In clear contrast with Delors’ and the EC Commission's 
efforts to spend as little time as possible on the discus- 
sion of “supportive social measures” of the single mar- 
ket, because little progress was made in this controversial 
topic during the Greek presidency, Papandreou wants to 
hold separate talks on this issue with his guests. How- 
ever, he has proposed uncontroversial subjects for these 
talks such as the creation of new jobs, the fight against 
unemployment, the improvement of vocational training 
for young people, as well as health protection for employ- 
ces at their workplace. Brussels is of the opinion that the 
“clash” between Papandreou and Mrs Thatcher might be 
avoided in this way, a clash which has been expected by 
all, provided the list of topics is respected in the Rhodes 
meeting, and neither the subject of a European Joint 


stock company [Aktiengeseiischaft} nor the “basic law” 
on rights of which is wanted by some, is 
broached. 


Considering his difficulties in domestic pol- 
icy, Papandreou might try to distinguish himself in the 
summit meeting by discussing environmental protec- 
tion—a subject of primary importance to Athens— 
rather than social policy. 


During the traditional dinner and the subsequent 
“fireside chats,” Papandreou wants to raise the issue of 
the EC’s role in the relationship between East and West, 
as well as future relations with the Palestinians after the 
decisions made in Algiers. However, this topic will first 
have to be discussed at the foreign minister level. The 
form in which these subjects of European Political 
Cooperation will be included in the final conclusions, 
which the heads of government want to adopt on Satur- 
day [6 December], is still open. Moreover, Papandreou 
wants to present a paper to clarify the EC's principles 
with regard to the relationship toward third countries, 
particularly toward the United States, Japan, and the 
developing countries. On the Island of Rhodes, the 
12-member community should once more dispel grow- 
ing fears of a “Fortress Europe” and stress the open 
nature of the single market. Before the dinner, Delors 
will brief the heads of government on the work of his Ad 
Hoc Group on Economic and Monetary Union, as well 
as on the EC’s recent economic developments. 


The controversy between Margaret Thatcher and Belgian 
Prime Minister Martens, which was recently triggered 
over the deportation from Belgium to Ireland of a 
suspected Irish terrorist who is wanted by British police, 
is also expected to be brought up for discussion. Accord- 
ing to news reports from London, the British prime 
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minister is said to be indignant at the way Belgian 
authorities have acted in this covtext; whether this will 
lead to a general discussion on ‘he principles of fighting 
terrorism, which were discussed earlier at several sum- 
mit meetings, is still open. According to sources in Bonn, 
Chancellor Kohl is mainly interested in three topics: 
keeping the single market open for third countries, a 


pe es 
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convincing impetus for making tangible progress in the 
field of environmental protection, and, with a view to 
Gorbachev's reforms, a clear offer by the EC to advance 
East-West dialogue. After the recent decisions of the 
Council of Ministers for Environmental Questions, crit- 
icism about the EC’s slow progress in this field was 
mainly voiced by Bonn. 
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Ryan Affair Strains Relations With Ireland, 
PMO0112121488 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 1 Dec 88 p 2 


[Philip Johnston and Lucy Holmes report: “Belgian 
Refusal To Extradite Ryan ‘Political””] 


[Text] Relations between Britain and the Belgian and 
Irish governments were placed under further - ‘rain last 
night as the extradition row over Fr Patrick ..yan, the 
suspected terrorist, intensified with biiter recriminations 
on all sides. 


Mr Hurd, Home Secretary, contradicting a claim by the 
Belgian government that their refusal to extradite Fr 
Ryan was taken purely on legal grounds, said it was “a 
political decision”. 


In Dublin, opposition leaders rallied to the support of 
Mr Haughey, Irish Prime Minister, urging him to rebuff 
Mrs Thatcher’s bitter criticism of the failure of the Irish 
authorities to secure Fr Ryan’s arrest after his arrival in 
the Republic. 


Last night in the Commons, Sir Geoffrey Howe, Foreign 
Secretary, underlined the Government's anger at the 
handling of the Ryan affair by both Belgium and Ireland. 
He said it was in the interests of all nztions to cooperate 
in the “intensely difficult struggle against terrorism”. 


Sir Geoffrey added: “It is very important that both 
parties to the Anglo-Irish agreement should realise that 
we have a joint, sustained and important interest in 
effective action against terrorism.” 


He rejected Labour suggestions that countries were 
reluctant to extradite terrorist suspects to Britain 
because of concern that they would not get a fair trial. 


Meanwhile in London, Ministers were last night still torn 
over how best to respond to a European Court ruling 
critical of Britain’s anti-terrorism laws. 


The judgment said that Britain violated the rights of four 
Catholics in Northern Ireland detained in 1984 for more 
than four days and then released without charge. 


It was clear last night that Ministers do not intend to 
remove the power of the police to hold suspects for up to 
seven days when the new Prevention of Terrorism Biil 
begins its passage through the Commons next week. 


UNITED KINGDOM 3 


There is also a reluctance to take the exceptional step of 
challenging the ruling by applying for a Fine. oll 
from the Human Rights Convention on 

Sh ccmston lessatee aati 
the nation. 


This leaves Ministers trying to work out an acceptable 
form of judicial review, where a judge or magistrate is 
involved early in the questioning of suspects to decide 
whether there are grounds for their continuing detention. 


The Government hopes to decide on a course of action 
by the time the new Bill comes before MPs next Tuesday 
for its Second Reading. 


It is an added complication as Home Office Ministers 
and Law Officers grapple with the international implica- 
tions of the Ryan affair, which has led to angry diplo- 
matic exchanges. 


At a “tense” meeting with some Belgian MPs visiting 
Britain to discuss tackling terrorism, Mr Hurd said their 
government's action was “incompatible’ with the friend- 
ship between the two nations. 


He reminded them of Britain's action in extraditing 
soccer fans allegedly involved in the Heysel Stadium riot 
and said Belgium's decision in the Ryan case was “‘polit- 
ical”. 


However, in a letter delivered to the British Embassy in 
Brussels, Mr Leo Tindermans, the Belgian Foreign Min- 
ister, said the extradition request was refused on legal 
grounds. 


There is no justification for describing Patrick Ryan as 
“Father”, Cardinal Hume, leader of Roman Catholics in 
England and Wales, said yesterday. 


A statement issued on behalf of Cardinal Hume, who is 
visiting Rome, said“ "Patrick Ryan walked out of his 
relgious order and his ministry <s a priest 14 years ago. 
In so doing he renounced the relationships which justify 
the normal use of the title Father. 


“He must bear the sole personal responsibility for any- 
thing he may have done since then. 


“The Catholic Church for its part unconditionally ejects 
violence and the paramilitary solution to the Northern 
Ireland problem.” 
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East-West Balance of Forces Viewed 
AU01 12143388 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 1! Dec 88 p 12 


steps, 
reduction tasks that have to be tackled in the years or 
decades to come. 


The comparison of conventional forces, published by 
NATO following 18 months of intensive preparatory 
work by all partners—including France and Spain the 
Armed Forces of which are not integrated—expresses in 
figures what politicians have to explain to those in the 
West who are blinded by glasnost and perestroyka: 
Nothing has changed about the Warsaw Pact's capacity 
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of attack and invasion; so far, Moscow and its allies have 
failed to prove that their strategy has been switched from 
an offensive capacity to a defensive capacity. 


We may disagree on the figures stated by the East, as 


the “roof” of the CSCE and thus give its 35 members a 
permanent veto on matters that can only be dealt with by 
the 23 NATO and Warsaw Pact members—an attempt it 
made out of concera about an eventual inclusion of its 
national nuclear force. Paris has realized that it cannot 
thwart negotiations on Europe's future security by such 
sophistry, negotiations for which France itself defined 
the geographi<al range. 


It will probably also be possible to overcome Turkey's 
Opposition to excluding its border zones with Iran, Iraq, 
and Syria where large numbers of troops are deployed, 
from the conventional arms control talks. Here the 


Soviets would have good reason to object—precisely 
because of the crisis in Armenia and Azerbaijan. 


It is considered doubtful within NATO whether agree- 
meat will be reached in Vienna hefore Christma‘: on a 
final statement of the CSCE follow-up meeting and thus 
on a mandate to hold conventional arms coutrol talks. 
That even holds true if during his farewell meeting with 
Reagan in New York next week, Gorbachev were to 
develop new proposals, and both chiefs of state were to 
decide to give an impetus “from the highest level” for 
Vienna. NATO experts point out that the complex 
nature of the subject matter o* the negotiations rules out 
& precipitous approach, and that not even an “overall 
concept” is a substitute for laboriously explic zing the 
terrain that East and West are now facing. Above all, it 
would be a mistake to produce the impression—for the 
sake of quick political success, according to the motto 
that “Gorbachev needs help”—that negotiations alone 
changed the ratio of forces. The trump to be played by 
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the West remains that Gorbachev knows that real 
reforms of the Soviet economy are impossible, if inten- 
sified armament is continued, and that he needs Western 
“know-how” and credits for his reforms. 


NATO ministers will therefore repeat that European 
security continues to be inseparably connected with the 
United States, and that it is necessary to “keep their own 
powder dry.” However, that is not possible if policy 
depends only on one man. Finally, in the absence of a 
credible European defense force, changes in the East can 
only be responded to successfully if the Atlantic alliance 
remains what it has t-en for 40 years. 


Bonn Announces Financial, Technical Aid for PRC 
AU3011155688 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 30 Nov 88 p 7 


— “Bonn Helps China in Earthquake 


[Excerpts] Beijing, 29 November—The Federal Govern- 
ment has given China aid worth DM20 million—by far 
the highest sum paid by rn individual country— to 
overcome the serious consequences of the earthquake in 
the sovthwestern province of Yunnan. These funds, on 
which an agreement was signed by State Secretary Siegf- 
ried Leng] of the Federal Ministry of Economic Cooper- 
ation (BMZ) in Beijing on Tuesday (29 November], are 
to be used for the purchase in the PRC of construction 
machinery for rebuilding destroyed roads, materials for 
housing construction, as well as urgently needed food- 
stuffs and medicaments. [passage omitted] 


development aid for China, which has become the sec- 
ond largest recipient country after India in a period of 4 
years, will be increased. This aid has become even more 
attractive for Beijing, because since this year, the BMZ 
has granted China financial aid on the terms fixed by th: 
International Develoyment Agency (IDA) for the least 
developed countries. That means maturities of 40 years, 
including a 10-year period of grace, and an annual 
interest rate of 0.75 percent, practically only a fee for 
handling the aid. 


The total funds granted by the BMZ will amount io 
DM265 million (including DM200 million worth of 
financial a/d) this year and will rise to about DM30) 
million in 1989. The state secretary said that the Federal 
government's decision, which has been approved by the 
Bundestag, to grant China in addition to the running 
projects a credit line for the planned construction of an 
underground worth DM460 millic.. on the same prefer- 
ential terms laid down by the IDA, is an “absolute 
exception.” According to Lengl’s explanatory remarks, 
this considerable capital injection s~ems to have been the 
price that allowed the West German consortium, led by 
Siemens AG and AEG, which will supply the electro- 
mechanica! equipment for the first 14-km section, to 
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beat the French and British competitors which are sup- 
ported by their governments. Regarding the employment 
policy consequences of this large credit, which is practi- 
cally tied to delivery, Leng! said that about 150 medium- 
size firms in the FRG wiil have an indirect share in the 
project. Leng] expects the contract to be signed before 
the end of this year. 


* Update on Ground Forces Restructuring 


Major Structure Changes 
36200013 Frankfurt/Main SOLDAT UND TECHNIK 
in German Aug 88 pp 453-455 


[Article by Brig Gen Ruprecht Haasler: “Main Elements 
and Goals of Ground Forces Structure 2000”) 


{Text} On 23 February 1988, the defense minister 
approved the proposal made by the army chief of staff 
concerning the new ground forces structure and 
instructed him 1 take the necessary steps to implement 
it. This fifth ground forces structure has been named 
“Ground Forces Structure 2000” to point up the fact 
that it is not only intended to meet the needs of the 
nineties but also those of the upcoming century. The 
army command staff's objective is to complete the 
reorganization with minor exceptions by the middle of 
the next decade and to retain the new structure substan- 
tially unchanged for some time to come. 


Each new structure is part of the development and future 
design of our ground forces. Its purpose is to provide a 
detailed determination on how the basic planning objec- 
tives of the ground forces are to be realized organization- 
ally within the framework of potentially available forces 
and equipment. The present Ground Forces Structure 
No. 4 obviously plays a major part in these consider- 
ations. It represents the starting point, and the idea is to 
have the new structure evoive out of it with as little 
negative impact on the Armed Forces themselves and the 
population as possible. 


Basic Elements of Ground Forces Structure 2000 


The following focuses and priorities were set for Ground 
Forces Structure 2000: 


The planning focus for the peacetime structure must be 
the establishment of viable units and formations. In order 
to achieve this and to simultaneously enhance both 
growth capability and the attractiveness of military ser- 
vice, major cuts in the effective manpower levels, even 
including those of the brigades, are being accepted. 


In planning for the defense structure, priority will have 
to be given to holding forward defense areas rather than 
to combat in depth or the protection of rear areas. 
Within the framework of a task and operations-oriented 
organization the composition, effective strength and 
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material allowances of the various units will need to be 
focused even more than heretofore on the defense mis- 
sion spelled out in the General Defense Plan. 


The operational forces are of particular importance. 
These forces are capable of establishing massed concen- 
tration on a supraregional basis and must have long- 
range fire power as well as high mobility and striking 
power. 


Up-to-date, innovative equipment will be provided in 
particular to tactically and operationally decisive com- 
ponents while we will make do with older equipment in 
other areas. As a consequence, there will be an even 

greater gradation in the quality of the equipment of the 
aes Coaatioms and teleanioes. 


The existing discrepancy between the mission and the 
means of the territorial army will have to be remedied in 
the following ways: 


e Its mission will no longer be to destroy enemy mech- 
anized units that have broken through the airborne 
and seaborne enemy forces. With the exception of the 
Franco-German brigade, only the field army will 
henceforth have bvigades. 

¢ The forces required to perform the remaining tasks 
are to be improved at the expense of the field army. 
This applies in particular to the combat units of the 
territorial army. 

e Far-reaching steps with regard to personnel are to be 
taken to help implement the structure and to improve 
upon Ground Forces Structure No. 4 (see Part III: 
The Personnel Structure of Ground Forces Structure 
2000 in the next issue of this periodical). 


Improving Ground Forces Viability 


Ground forces viability stands and falls with the existing 
unit. The following measures are planned: 


¢ A third officer will be assigned to every combat and 
combat support unit. In comparison, the GDR uses 
25 officers per formation; the British Army, 43, and 
the Bundeswehr, 16. 

e Officer training by assignment must not take place at 
the expense of reduced force levels any longer. For 
this reason, the training will be increased so 
that officer candidates and can be carried on 
the rosters as trainees throughout the entire officer 
training cycle including field service. 

¢ Henceforth, experienced staff sergeants shall serve as 
tank and gun commanders as they already do as 
Marder commanders. Better training and longer 
assignments will improve both technical and leader- 
ship skills while cutting down on material mainte- 
nance expenditures. 

¢ We must plan for a shrinkage factor of at least 15 
percent among enlisted personnel to enable us to 
carry oui challenging joint training programs even at 
the conclusion of basic training. This will make it 
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possible to train a sufficient number of draftees to 
require some rethinking in the service. The ground 
forces will need more reserve NCOs in the future than 
they do at present. 

¢ To improve mobilization capability, we are planning 
to establish cadre-strength or mobilization prepara- 
tion groups as well as additional peacetime personnel 
for nonactive mobilization units. 


All these measures are included Personne! Structure 
Model 95, the basic personnel document of Ground 
Forces Structure 2000. 


Improving the Territcrial Army 


At this time, the effective strength of the territorial army 
is just 8 percent. This is not enough to satisfy the many 
peacetime requirements or to ensure regeneration and 
the rapid buildup of the territorial army. We will there- 
fore shift some 3,000 qualified positions from the field 
army to the territorial army. 


This will be done primarily to increase the effective 
strength of the motorized infantry units by partially 
activating the 15 home guard regiments which only serve 
as equipment units at the present time so that they will 
include one active or one training battalion each; to 
increase the number of active regular army personnel; to 
boost the number of command and headquarters person- 
nel and to improve the training programs for command 
personnel of non-active units. 


Command and Force Structure 


Our ground forces will retain their tried and true com- 
mand and force structure. As before, the field army will 
be mace up of three corps and 12 divisions with brigades 
of different types and effective strengths assigned to 
them depending on their mission. As before, the ‘errito- 
rial army will be subdivided into territorial commands, 
military district commands, military region commands 
and military subregion commands to which a variety of 
units and organizations are responsible. 


The major structural changes include the following: 


¢ Concentration of airmobile forces (army aviation and 
paratroops) in major airmobile formations, i.e., one 
division each for I and II Corps and a brigade for III 


Corps. 

¢ Areduction in the number of mechanized divisior3 to 
10 and the number of brigades from 48 to 42. 

¢ The disbanding of all home guard brigades in the 
territorial army, while the home guard regiments a:e 
partially activated. 

e Severe cuts in effective strength while simultaneously 
improving buildup capability through the introduc- 
tion of new organizational elements and procedures. 

¢ Integration of field reserve units into the formations 
not only to offset manpower shortages but zlso to be 
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able to switch elements. This makes it possbile for a 
formation to engage in continuous combat. 

¢ Creation of training units; disbanding training cen- 
ters. 


Forces and equipment earmarked for operational mis- 
sions are concentarted at the corps level. This will entail 
the following major changes as against today: 


e Creation of new headquarters and communications 
battalions. 

e Creation of an electronic warfare regiment which will 
equipment. 

* New formation of artillery battalions for strategic 
firefights using CL-289s, combat drones and MARS 
reconnaissance drones. 

¢ Integration of one field artillery battalion each. 

¢ Reorganization of amphibious engineer battalions in 
floating bridge battalions (equipping them with col- 
lapsible floating bridges). 

. Disbandment of the army aviation commands which 
are to be integrated into the airmobile major forma- 
tions to be created. 


To enable the divisions to fulfill their tactical mission in 
combat as independently as possible, the divisional units 
assigned to them are to provide the forces and equip- 
ment necessary for command and reconnaissance func- 
tions as well as combat and operational support. The 
major changes as compared to Ground Forces Structure 
No. 4 include the following: 


* Creation of new headquarters and communications 
battalions. 

¢ Assignment of artillery reconnaissance resources to 
the firing units. 

¢ Transformation of engineer battalion into an engineer 
battalion capable of fulfilling combat assignments. 


The 10 mechanized divisions will get brigades varying in 
number and type in keeping with the General Defense 
Plan. 


The two airmobile divisions will both get one an’ .» nk 
helicopter brigade and one airborne brigade to au ment 
the « corps transport helicopters. 


Corps and divisions units will not structured uniformly 
in all major formations but according to their mission 
and the conditions relating to its accomplishment. 


Under Ground Forces Structure 2000 the 42 brigades 
will be structured as follows: 


¢ As regards their material resources, the 16 armored 
brigades correspond to the present (Leopard 2) 
armored brigades but will also have two armored 
infantry oattalions and two ermored battalions in the 
future. As a consequence, they will be fully capable to 
conduct combined mobile operations in all types of 
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combat. The present weakness in terms of armored 
infantry units will be overcome. 
ae SS Gree Cone eae Se oe Cope 1) 
armored infantry brigades will have two armored 
battalions in addition to two armored infantry battal- 
ions which will be equipped with Leopard 1's. The six 
See DEERE SHREDS Oe Cerna Rese 
armored companies instead of four per battalion. As 
compared to the present armored infantry brigades, 
their antitank capability will be augmented in every 
instance. But, in spite of the plans to enhance combat 
effectiveness, the operational capability of these bri- 
gades will be limited for some time to come because 
the Leopard 1's will be the most advanced armor they 
will have. 
The five infantry brigades with their four infantry 
battalions each and the organically integrated Leop- 
ard | A2/A3’s develop combat effectiveness particu- 
larly in mobility unfavorable terrain. In contrast to 
the armored and the armored infantry brigades which 
both have one ar:nored engineer company, the infan- 
try will therefore get an engineer battalion 
which will substantially enhance their blocking capa- 
bility and their stability. 
To a large extent, the mountain infantry brigades will 
be structured like the infantry brigades, but their 
armor (i.e., Leopard 2's) will be concentrated in a 
single battalion. Also, the brigade will be getting 18 
155-1 field howitzers in place of the 16 M 109 
self-propelled howitzers. 
The two security brigades will be assigned to | and II 
Corps to provide security in the rear areas. The 
consist of a brigade headquarters (the briagde com- 
mander also holding the post of rear area com- 
mander) and five motorized infantry battalions. The 
new training plan calls for using these cadre-strength 
battaiions as instruction units to train NCOs of all 
branches during peacetime. 
The antitank helicopter brigades, which are the suc- 
cessors to the present antitank helicopter regiments, 
will have the combined res:ivrces of antitank helicop- 
ters, escort and security helicopters as well as liaison 
and reconnaissance helicopters at their disposa!. Once 
the second generation antitank helicopter systems are 
assigned to the brigades, they will be fully capable of 
serving as operational reserve units. It will then be 
possible to shift the antitank helicopters-!1 and the 
escort and security helicopters-| at the division level 
and thus provide the divisions with their own heli- 
copters for command, reconnaissance and combat 
operations. 
The airborne brigades will be receiving two types of 
parachute infantry battalions. This specialization 
takes the broad spectrum of activities into account 
which is to be fulfilled by airborne units in the future 
as part of large airmobile formations. 
The mixed airmobile brigade of 111 Corps corresponds 
to the airmobile divisions of the other two corps both 
in terms of its mission and its composition. 
The Franco-German brigade is a special case. It is not 
part of the field army but does have operational 











The implementation of all the zbove measures, however, 
will go beyond the year 2000, e.g., the buildup of core 
manpower levels. 


Operational tests of the new buildup programs will 
commence early in 1989. The creation of the previously 
nonexistent headquarters/communications battalions 
and the large airmobile formations will be preceded by 
studies and tests. 


* Equipment Needs Review 
36200013 Frankfurt/Main SOLDAT UND TECHNIK 
in German Aug 88 pp 456-458 


[Article by Brig Gen Ruprecht Haasler: “Part II: Ground 
Forces Structure 2000 Materiel, Equipment Plans”) 


[Text] Plans for structure and materiel are closely inter- 
twined. The most important material programs are 
therefore outlined below. Generally ing, the struc- 
ture is laid out in such a way that all materiel supplied up 
to about 2010 can be absorbed and integrated. 


Command Equipment 


In the command area, special mention may be made of 
the buildup and expansion of EDP-assisted ground 
forces command and information systems including the 
integration of the various systems, linkage between 
higher and lower command echelons and interfaces with 
the Air Force. Parallel to this process, data transmission 
will be improved with the help of new radio and cryp- 
toequipment and the expansion of existing networks as 
well as the introduction of the Autoko 3 automated corps 
communications network. 


Reconnaissance Equipment 


Various new recorinaissance systems are in the process of 
acquisition, »nich will sabstantially enhance the effec- 
tiveness of combined reconnaissance resources. Among 
them are: 
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. The KZO remotely piloted vehicle for target acquisi- 


signal-intercepting 
Sins uchnte db Ale Pome antceall i ditemaen 
of service. 

. The stationary and mobile components of the ground 


and equipment in armored combat: 


¢ In the armor branch, the combat effectiveness of 
Leopard | and Leopard 2 will be upgraded; the latter 
program starting in the mid-nineties. Commissioning 
of the new armored combat vehicle will begin around 
the turn of the century. Using the most up-to-date 
technologies, this vehicle will provide a quantum leap 
in effectiveness. 

¢ The armored infantry will also be getting two primary 
weapon systems, ¢.g., ‘he Marder whose combat effec- 
tiveness will be upgraded like that of the Leopard | 
and an as yet to be developed personnel combat 
vehicle delivery of which is scheduled for the mid- 
nineties. 

. In the mid-nineties, the tank destroyer units will be 


be able to serve as escort and security helicopters. 

the late nineties, the ground forces will be receiving 
the antitank helicopter-2 system which will provide 
high-performance, highly sophisticated airborne 
weapon platforms which provide the troop com- 
mander with operational options. This will make it 
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possible to make the antitank helicopter-1 systems 
directly available to the divisions as an airmobile 
antitank resource. 


Sars See Ae deploying infantry and 
armored defense units at focal points. 


Combat Support Equipment 


¢ Introduction of a new 155-mim self-propelled howit- 
zer to tegin in the late nineties. 

¢ Procurement will soon start of the MARS rocket 
extension potential, the launcher will therefore be 
employed at the corps and division level. 

e Asan operational firefight resource to be used against 
ular promise for the future and are cost effective. 
These are missiles equipped with homing warheads 


this “airborne battlefield robot" is likely to be com- 
pleted by the mid-nineties. Immediately after that, it 
will be put into operation. 

¢ In addition to enhancing army antiaircraft, reconnais- 
sance and conduct of operations systems, the army 
antiaircraft troops will concentrate on upgrading the 
combat effectiveness of Gepard and Roland. 

¢ The engineers will be getting intelligent, active seusor- 
guided directional mines and modern antitank mines 
as well as new mine laying and mine launching 
systems. This will not only upgrade barrier effective- 
ness but also drastically reducc both the number of 
personnel and the amount of time required to set up 
ee 

water. 


A number of other wide-ranging procurements are 
planned in addition to these highly important programs. 
Plans for building driving, firing, and combat simulators 
deserve special mention. These will help make our 
training programs more cost effective, less polluting and 
more efficient in che future. 


* Future Personnel Plan 
36200013 Frankfurt/Main SOLDAT UND TECHNIK 
in German Sept 88 pp 532-535 
[Article by Brig Gen Anton Steer: “Part III: Personnel 
Planning for German Ground Forces”) 


[Text] For our ground forces, the transition to Structure 
2000 will be more of a transformation than any previous 
change in structure. The acquisition of sufficient num- 
bers of qualified personne! will be a problem whose 
solution will determine the credibility of our \ailitary 
defense posture. 


9 
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The consequences of the demographic trends in the FRG 
have loug been a topic of discussion. Staring in 1990, the 
number of young men available for service in the ground 
forces will decline by almost one-half. This reduction in 
the umber of potential servicemen is vound to have an 
iemytet on the future personnel strength of the Armed 
Forces and thus on the strength of the German ground 
foes. 


Frame vu! /eference 


Aside from these predictable quantitative changes, other 
factors will also have an impact on the manpower 
situation in our ground forces in the nineties. 


The readiness of young men to serve in the German 
ground forces in the decades ahead will depend on a 
variety of developments in our society which, for exam- 
ple, army information, training, and education programs 
will scarcely be able to influence. 


The awareness of a military “threat” among the popula- 
tion and among young people in particular, the debate 
on future NATO strategy; the debate on the legitimacy of 
military service and the prestige of civilian service; 
developments on the civilian tabor market which have 
resulted in shorter end shorter work weeks; the tight 
budgetary situation in the public sector which places 
limits on improvements in social welfare programs 
including those which benefit long-term service person- 
nel; increased competition between business and the 
Ar.ned Forces for a steadily dwindling labor reserve. 


The Army's prestige, on the other hand, is something 
which can most definitely be influenced by ‘he Army's 
morale. The Army's image and the attractiveness of 
military service are closely intertwined. A number of 
polls in recent years have cleacl: shown that this image 
has not improved. This will have an impact on the 
number of young men willing to enlist for long-term 
service in the Armed Forces. Service in the Armed 
Forces is frequently associated vith phenomena which 
are the exception rather than the rule in day-to-day 
military life. If one takes into accourit the fact that young 
people perceive positive phenomena in a rational man- 
ner and negative phencmena in an emotional way, then 
one must be aware of the fact that such emotionally 
tinged impressions frequently decide acceptance or 
rejection. Now if the accounts of our basic trainees as 
well as those of reservists following training exercises 
paint a negative picture of army, life, this will necessarily 
have a negative impact on readiness to enter militery 
service. We must make every effort to meet the expecta- 
tions of these two groups by making military service 
more attractive. To ensure the success of our recruitment 
programs aimed at the follow-on generation and to 
encourage young people to volunteer for military service, 
we will have to improve th: army's image, 1.¢., to 


improve army morale which will boost the acceptance 
rate among our draftees. 











ment battalions. It is equally importani to integrate the 
reservists into the regular duty pattern in peacetime to a 
greater extent than heretofore and to upgrade training 
and service attractiveness as such. 


Upon mobilization the number of army personnel must 
increase almost threefold. The structural and organiza- 
tional framework as well as peacetime military service 
fixtst be oriented toward this eventuality. The challenge 
to be met by sll military commanders consists of achiev- 
ing operaticzal readiness of the nucleus given such a 
heterogeneous group of soldiers. 


The army chief of staff's planning directive dated 20 
December 1985 set forth the parameters of peacetime 
military strength. In December 1987, the [FRG] govern- 
ment reiterated its approval of this document. As far as 


17,000 men, an increase of training pos.tions by some 50 
percent (to about 8,000) anu for changes in the scope and 
significance of standby readiness. 


Projected personnel strength, i.e., authorized strength of 
regular servicemen for 1995 is structured as follows: 


Core manpower, i.c., all officers, officer candidates, 
regular army NCO's and civilian employees occupy- 
ing military slots, totals 56,280 men. 

* The number of long-term servicemen, i.c., all those 
who have enlisted for periods of 3 years or more, 
totals 84,320 men. 

¢ The number of short-term servicemen, i.c., those who 
have enlisted for 2 years, totals 12,780 men. 

* The number of W-18 draftees will total 169,220 men. 
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As compared to actual strength today, one may say that 
the number of regular army personnel wili not only be 
cut but that the German Army will also have to undergo 
a personnel restructuring process. What is more, Ground 
Forces Structure 2000 personnel and organizational pro- 
grams will have to proceed concurrentl, because the 
various branches of service and the training programs 
and assignment-oriented courses will be affected in dif- 
ferent ways. In other words, manpower cuts in one 
branch of service may be accompanied by simultaneous 
personnel increases in another. 


Personnel Situation 


The present personnel! structure in the various forma- 
tions and units is not balanced. We have an excess 
number of regular army officers and NCO’'s in the field 


more numerous age groups reach retirement 
continue «9 increase until the mid-nineties. ing in 
19923, the number of retirements will be about average 
once again. But ther; the less numerous younger age 
groups will face a difitrent set of problems, i.c., they will 
be subject to more frequert job changes and briefer 


assi®aunents. 


We have not been successful in all cases in overcoming the 

of noncommissioned officers. This has gotten to 
be a particular problem in the case of junior NCO’s. In 
spite of favorable conditions over the past few years and 
the excess number of long-term enlisted men, our starting 
position with regard to the development of the manpower 
situation in the nineties is not a favorable one. 


Aside from a general upgrading of the attractiveness of 
militar, service and the image of army NCO’'s, all 
commanders must henceforth concentrate on the recruit- 
ment of noncommissioned officers. The objective is to 
solve this crucial problem in all branches of zervice. 
Replaceme<.ts for retiring long-term servicemen must be 
sought above all by targeting : pidiers already in uniform 
for recruitment. Up to 25 percent of our long-term 
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servicemen have been retiring after completing several 
years of service as NCO’s. We must make every effort to 
prevent this from happening in the future. 


Conclusions and Measures 


As the reorganization process ii: accordance with the 
new structure moves forward, we will be trying to put an 
end to present shortcomings. Most importantly, we need 
to strengthen our peacetime command capability. The 
army chief of staff has already made some decisions in 
this regard which now need to be implemented. 


Because the additional slots the Army has been request- 
ing for years are now being provided we hope to do away 
with some of the weaknesses of the existing structure 
during the initial implementation phase of the new 
structure. At the same time, this will give us an oppor- 
tunity to upgrade command density and to enhance the 
attractiveness of military service. This, in turn, will 
make the job of officers and NCO’s in the units easier. 
Here are some of the steps that will be taken: 


e Raising ratings for supply and logistics sergeants in all 
units by upgrading some 600 supply and logistics 
NCO’s to sergeants and by creating about 370 addi- 
tional supply and logistics sergeants’ slots. 

e Creating one additional staff sergeant slot in the 
maintenance units of the formations, i.e., an addi- 
tional 300 slots or so. 

e Creating deputy platoon commander slots in some 
branches of service, i.e., some 300 staff sergeant slots. 

e Creating communications NCO slots in some 
branches of service, i.e., some 500 junior NCO slots. 

e ‘ncreasing command density and training quality 
through creation of a third officer’s slot in combat and 
combat support units. 

¢ Guiding all officer candidates holding training posi- 
tions up to the end of their studies, i.e., including the 
time they are assigned to the field forces. This is an 
additional way of improving command density. 

e Upgrading training quality by giving higher ratings to 
tank commanders and, as far as possible, to gun 
commanders. 

¢ Adjusting ROA training cycle to OA cycle. 

e Making changes in NCO training program, including 
provisior for promotion to NCO after just 12 months 
of service. 

¢ Making a shrinkage adjustment of at least 15 percent 
by listing alternate crews in the tables of organization 
and equipment and classification plans. 


Given the present personnel structure, these measures 
can only be implemented by means of manpower shifts 
from other positions. Just to modify the existing Struc- 
ture No. 4, we will have to shift some 1,500 NCO slots. 


The implementation of some of the other measures 
cannot be effected by the army command staff alone. If 
we are to upgrade the ratings of the tank commanders, 
we will need the help of parliament. The appropriate 
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bodies will have to be persuaded of tise need for addi- 
tional slots and/or higher ratings. This also applies to the 
creation of a third officer slot. This latter proposal has 
not been contested but it does call for additional mea- 
sures, e.g., the approval of additional officer candidate 
slots as well as guarantees that they will subsequently be 
promoted to captain or staff officer. 


The “cadre-strength and rapid buildup” table of organi- 
zation and equipment already includes some of these 
measures. If we genuinely hope to assure the viability of 
our units and formations, we will have to obtain the 
higher ratings for slots in all branches of service in our 
negotiations on the table of organization and equipment. 


Problem Areas 


Let me now cite some examples of the types of problems 
we will still have to resolve in order to implement our 
future personnel structure. 


The future ratings structure and the career opportunities 
connected with it in all areas. The army command staff 
will try very hard to at least maintain and, if possible, to 
improve upon presently existin> career opportunities. 


Personnel reorganization, i.e., the shift of various, differ- 
ent-sized personnel levels from one branch of service to 
another. 


Increasing core manpower by the recruiting of new 
personnel in sufficient numbers. This program will take 
some time; but this is the only way to build an organic 
age structure and to put an end to the backup-and- 
drainoff cycles. To be sure, it may not be possible to get 
to the new levels for another 10-15 years. 


The regeneration of junior NCO’s can only be accom- 
plished with the help of all those responsible for it. Based 
on demographic trends, all forecasts point to the fact that 
we will only be able to get some 12,000 men annually to 
sign up for 3 or more years. But since both the mission and 
the responsibilities of the Armed Forces will remain 
unchanged, our NCO’s need will continue to be high. For 
this reason, we will have provide NCO training for prac- 
tically all our enlisted men. Past experience, however, tells 
us that it takes two enlisted men to train one NCO, i.e., 
that we must be able to select. But since we are unable to 
increase the number of long-term servicemen, we will be 
left with a smaller proportion of enlisted men suitable for 
NCO training. We will, therefore, have to devote a great 
deal of atteniion to NCO recruitment. We will have to 
fight for each and every soldier in order to accomplish the 
regeneration of the NCO corps. As a result, the use of 
long-term enlisted personnel as drivers, etc., will be the 
exception rather than the rule from now on. 
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Senior disciplinary authorities are primarily responsible 
for meeting the quantitative and qualitative manpower 
requirements of their respective units. Henceforth, 
applicants who cannot be absorbed by their own units 
must not be allowed to withdraw their applications. 


All those enlisting for the first time or reenlisting must be 
qualified for NCO training. In principle, every applicant 
must be presented with a firm career profile and, where 
applicable, a training proposal for civilian employment. 
Men serving in combat or combat support units will 
receive such proposals at the end of their term of service. 
This should hel; us succeed in meeting our manpower 
goals for 1995. We must encourage enlistment and 
reenlistment. A‘ this time, we may be seeing the first 
indications of a softening of the labor market. To get the 
required number of men to enlist or reenlist, we should 
introduce reenlistment premiums and, subsequently, 
wherever applicable, premiums for initial enlistment. 


The army relies on such premiums. 


We need a entire package of measures to encourage 
readiness for military service and to enhance the desir- 
ability of such service. To do this, we must pay particular 
attention to improving civilian job training for NCO’s. 
We will have to take into account the fact that the lower 
birth rate age groups in the years ahead will increasingly 
be made up of young men with high school diplomas or 
intermediate high school certificates just entering the 
labor market. To provide these young men with an 
incentive for long-term enlistment and in order to reduce 
the shortcomings of present advanced training phase A, 
plans are being drawn up to provide career management 
services to these men for a longer period of time. 
Long-term servicemen who have signed up for 8 years 
will henceforth be able to avail themselves of this service 
for one-half year longer during their term of service and 
those who have signed up for 12-15 years of service will 
be able to take advantage of it for 1 full year longer. But 
this requires a change in servicemens’ benefits legislation 
and the creation of additional training slots. It will not be 
easy to get all this done. 


Supporting Measures 


In addition to the abovementioned organizational and 
personnel measures aimed at improving the attractive- 
ness of military service other changes need to be made 
which will have an impact on recruitment, e.g., social 
benefits for servicemen and their families. In our society, 
satisfaction with the social conditions of military service 
is a significant factor ensuring satisfaction with military 
service as such and thus its attractiveness. 


One way by which this can be done is to compensate our 
servicemen for excessive workloads. Their tours of duty 
cannot to all intents and purposes be fixed without 
regard to their development in the labor market. Sol- 
diers, too, look upon their off-duty hours as valuable. 
Handling their tours of duty carefully is an important 
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matter even today. But their tours of duty can only be 
reduced to the extent that such reductions do not inter- 
fere with establishment and maintenance of operational 
readiness. This is why some of the time burdens do 
remain. Our premilinary objective will be to compensate 
our servicemen for excessive workloads by granting 
them more free time. Whenever this cannot be done, 
they should receive financial compensation on an indi- 
vidual basis. The Army in particular needs to work 
things out this way. Without any additional reference to 
the above, let me add that even the extension of basic 
military service to 18 months while training goals remain 
unchanged presents us with the opportunity of not 
increasing tour of duty workloads any further. 


We also need to make improvements in the way moves 
are handled. In the case of longer-term servicemen, we 
must compensate them for the special stresses to which 
their families are exposed. Since transfers involving 
changes of station are part of soldiering, regulations on 
moving should be adapted to the special problems 


involved in such moves even more. 


Reserve duty trainees participating in reserve training 
exercises and their families should not suffer any disad- 
vantages or financial losses. All such trainees should be 
dealt with on an equal basis with respect to support 
benefits, e.g., full compensation for loss of income. 


Finally, the Army should make it its business to close the 
gap between the overall number of slots and the autho- 
rized slots in the various career groups. Following trans- 
fer to a higher-ranking position, a serviceman must be 
promoted to a higher grade within a reasonable period of 
time. The classification, job description and rank of a 
soldier in a particular position must be reconciled with 
one another. This corresponds to the responsibilities 
connected with the job in question and enhances job 
satisfaction. Since parliament must approve the number 
of authorized positions, it will be our job to keep 
pointing out the present inadequacies, i.e., that many 
NCO’s are performing staff sergeants’ jobs and many 
draftees are doing the job of NCO’s because we have thus 
far been unable to close the abovementioned gap. 


Evaluation 


In this article we have only been able to outline the most 
important aspects of personnel planning called for by 
Ground Forces Structure 2000. The manpower projec- 
tions determine the levels and the authorized strength 
which serve as planning guidelines for the target year of 
1995. As compared to the job to be done, the number of 
longer-term servicemen allocated to the ground forces is 
quite small. The attainment of authorized manpower 
levels will depend on our ability ro resolve some difficult 
problems. If the Army is to retain its effectiveness under 
the new structure, we will have to win the competition 
for more, better qualified personnel, i.e., for more long- 
term servicemen and a greater number of av*horized 
slots. To reach our manpower goals, we will have to 
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implement a number of supporting measures. This is a 
challenging assignment. Only the common effort of those 
responsible for the ground forces and the many individ- 
uals outside the Army in a position to lend support will 
help us accomplish this task. The support of many 
individuals outside the Army, particularly of our politi- 
cal leaders, will be indispensable. 


* Restructuring Rationale 
36200013 Bonn TRUPPENPRAXIS in German 
No 3, 1988 pp 293-298 


[Article by Maj Gen Georg Bernhardt: “This Time Our 
Reserves Are on the Line”’] 


(Text] 


{Boxed material: On 23 February 1988, the defense 
minister approved the basic outlines of Ground Forces 
Structure 2000 as proposed by Lt Gen Henning von 
Ondarza, the army chief of staff. Thus, the essential 
Organizational building blocks as well as the manpower 
and materiel components for the further development of 
the most important branch of the Armed Forces are now 
in place. The long years of planning by the Army which 
began with the preparatory work of the long-term com- 
mission in the early eighties have thus reached a decisive 
turning point.]} 


As the term “Ground Forces Structure 2000” indicates, 
this is a long-term project. In accordance with the Army 
concept, the objective is to enable the Army to develop 
further at an early date with a view to meeting antici- 
pated needs and developments up to the year 2000; to 
help avoid interim restructuring along the way; to ini- 
tiate necessary restructuring measures at an early date on 
a step-by-step basis; to take the personnel and budget 
squeeze into consideration and to point out at an early 
date in which ways the ground forces can and must be 
helped by needed, goal-oriented allocation of additional 
funds in order to overcome any still existing equipment 
shortages in this structure. 


In a word, Ground Forces Structure 2000 is not a 
detailed paper solution that can be implemented imme- 
diately but a comprehensive work statement for both 
commanders and field forces. 


Looking ahead to future developments, the primary 
objective is to maintain and develop onward the most 
important German contribution to the alliance, i.e., the 
deterrent and defense capability of the total ground 
forces system. In view of the growing importance of 
conventional forces that contribution needs to be 
strengthened, if possible. At the same time, we will have 
to see to it that our ground forces are not overextended 
in view of their limited resources. “I do not want a 
hollow army,” the chief of staff has said. 


Now what do the Army’s future tasks and basic frames of 
reference look like? 
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Mission Is Unchanged 


The dual mission of our ground forces is not likely to 
change in the foreseeable future. The field army will 
continue to be responsible for forward defense in its 
assigned areas in conjunction with the Allies and in 
coordination with the other branches of service. The 
territorial army will continue to be responsible for safe- 
guarding military national defense and in particular 
freedom of maneuver. The area io be protected will still 
be the same in the year 2000 and the distance between 
Flensburg and Passau will not get any smaller. The 
German corps will still have to be able to defend their 
combat sectors measuring some 450 km in length. 


In spite of the manpower and budget squeeze, any deep 
cuts in major formations or in the territorial security 
network are simply unthinkable for this reason alone. 


Quite correctly, therefore, the defense minister approved 
the retention of 12 divisions and 42 brigades, i.e., the 
number of presently active brigades. 


Threat Still Exists 


In the foreseeable future the threat posed by the quanti- 
tatively far superior and qualitatively constantly improv- 
ing Warsaw Pact ground forces will not change, unless 
arms control measures manage to balance out Western 
inferiority at lower force levels. 


But as Defense Minister [Manfred] Woerner said at the 
Bundeswehr’s leadership academy on 9 March 1988: 
““Perestroyka or not; glasnost or not—the Soviets are 
modernizing their weapons uninterruptedly.” For this 
reason alone, any cuts in the Army’s future defense 
capability are unthinkable. 


Quite the opposite. Not only the numerical superiority 
and the constant upgrading of the Warsaw Pact offensive 
potential are cause for worry but also the Pact’s capabil- 
ity of launching an attack with little preparation and to 
mount deep, ground-gaining operations. 


A statement on conveniional arms control by the NATO 
heads of state and heads of government dated 3 March 
1988 reads as follows: “Based on the forward deployed 
forces of the Soviet Union, the Warsaw Pact has the 
capability of surprise attack and ground-gaining offen- 
sives.” 


The consequences to be drawn for a future ground forces 
structure thus are the following: 


« Necessary minimum operational readiness, rapid 
buildup capability, and rapid achievement of defense 
capability remain decisive criteria. 
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Interference with the operational readiness of our 
ground forces thus is not a simple remedy to be applied 
whenever one feels like it. In fact, it involves grave risks 
which must be prevented with the help of timely political 
decisions. 


The Warsaw Pact’s goal-oriented, increased capability to 
launch ground gaining operations requ'res tactical and 
operational mobility on our part so that adequate forces 
are available to establish “‘counter centers of gravity” 
and to wrest the initiative from its forces, if their attack 
seeks to force a decision or to achieve a breakthrough. 
Even more so than at present, primarily or exclusively 
static defense operations will thus be out of the question 
in the future. 


Tight Resources 


These conclusions based on the existence of the threat 
bring us to the question of manpower and budget. 


As the low birth rate age classes reach draft age, our 
ground forces will have to reduce peacetime strength step 
by step until 1995 by about 17,400 men (equivalent to 
one division). Even deeper cuts would have had to be 
made if the timely, farsighted political decision had not 
been reached to extend basic military service to 18 
months. 


At the same time, personnel and operational costs will 
rise and as the budget squeeze continues, army invest- 
ments will continue to decline. Material investment 
options will be reduced at the very time that the ground 
forces expect a quantum leap in innovation due to new 
technologies to take place. This raises the danger that our 
ground forces might fall behind the Warsaw Pact’s 
ground forces in a qualitative sense. 


Manpower Impasse 


While the availability of funds is subject to change in 
accordance with political priorities, this applies only to a 
limited extent to the availability of fighting men in the 
future. The number of young men fit for military service 
will simply decline by one-half between the early eighties 
and the mid-nineties. 


It is not only the number of men subject to military 
service that is a factor but also the lower number of men 
available for recruitment as longer-term soldiers and the 
next generation of officers, NCO’s and specialists. As 
competition with ‘he business sector begins to heat up, 
we will have to upgrade the attractiveness of military 
service if we are to win the specially qualified young men 
over. To be sure, this calls for additional funds and the 
creation of appropriate slots which must be taken out of 
the already dwindling army manpower pool. 
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In view of the already overextended personnel structure 
under Ground Force Structure No. 4, this inevitably 
calls for further cuts in operational readiness since the 
numbers in the major formations have remained 


unchanged. 


For another thing, we will have to create the proper 
training conditions for the sharply rising number of 
reservists and enable the territorial army to do greater 
justice to its wide spectrum of responsibilities. 


For all these reasons, only some of the brigades will be 
able to maintain their present state of operational readi- 
ness. Deep cuts in the operational readiness level of some 
combat and combat support units will be inevitable. 


Rapid Buildup and Viability 


Aside from the need for early political decisions in crisis 
situations, ground forces reconnaissance capability as 
well as the capability to react rapidly with first forces and 
resources and, above all, the rapid buildup of the total 
ground forces system are thus becoming even more 
important. 


Insofar as cuts which will have to be made in the opera- 
tional readiness level of combat units assigned to forward 
defense, the separation principle will be applied. Given 
two similarly equipped and structured formations, in other 
words, the peacetime strength of one will be reduced to the 
level of personnel required for training and counseling of 
reservists, for material maintenance and rapid buildup. 
Close coordination of training and manpower control 
between the two units is to make sure that the active cadres 
distributed among them are replaced by reservists in case 
of mobilization and that both units can thus be built up to 
cadre strength much faster. 


Aside from close coordination among the two units, the 
premise is that the non-regular buildup battalion has a 
sufficient number of cadre personnel to assume respon- 
sibility for material maintenance, operational planning 
and preparation for mobilization and to provide for the 
training, assignment, and guidance of reservists. In addi- 
tion, these cadres may have to train a major portion of 
reserve NCO’s whose number is likely to increase 
sharply in the future. The above clearly shows that we 
will have to find entirely new approaches to problem- 
solving and that it would be almost fatal to cut down on 
the number of cadre personnel or to look for ways of 
economizing in this particular field. 


Here are some examples of how to amend Ground 
Forces Structure No. 4: 


* reinstitute the position of motor sergeant in most 
units; 

e add staff sergeant slots in some of the (battalion-level) 
maintenance groups; 
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¢ add assistant platoon leaders in some combat and 
combat support units; 

e establish communications NCO slots in most combat 
units. 


It will also be necessary to create better training and 
viability conditions, not merely to offset weaknesses in 
Ground Forces Structure No 4. In contrast to the existing 
structure, soldiers performing basic military service in 
the future will have to be trained not only for their jobs 
while on active duty but also for their future assignments 
as reservists. In other words, an additional reason for the 
need for greater command density, as envisaged by 
Ground Forces Structure 2000, is that it will make this 
type of more demanding, more advanced and differen- 
tiated training possible. 


But the most important thing is to upgrade training and 
support services in order (last but not least) to make 
military service more attractive. 


“*My goal in this connection,” the army chief of staff said 
in a telex to troop commanders following the 23 Febru- 
ary 1988 planning conference, “is to make it possible for 
us to fulfill our mission in spite of the manpower 
projections dictated by demographic trends and to 
improve the viability of our units and formations in the 
following ways: 


¢ by eliminating the weak points of Ground Forces 
Structure No 4; 

e by increasing command density; 

e by upgrading the quality of our training programs and 
thereby increasing the attractiveness of military ser- 
vice; 

° by creating better conditions for the fulfillment of the 
mission of the territorial army, for the training of 
reservists and for the buildup of the nonregular mobi- 
lization units of our ground forces.“ 


Greater command density, however, is also the premise 
for the availability of regular army officers and NCO’s in 
sufficient numbers and of sufficient quality to provide 
for the separation and replenishment with reservists of 
the two formations, i.c., their rapid buildup. The 15 
percent minimum shrinkage compensation provided for 
in Ground Forces Structure 2000 addresses this same 
problem. Only in this way will it be possible to train a 
sufficient number of additional reserve officers and 
NCO’s and, wherever feasible, for units or subunits 
which have undergone joint training to be integrated 
into buildup formations at the end of their basic military 
service. 


The following are some examples for improving viability: 


e add a third officer to units of the combat support 
force; 
e increase the number of trainees; 
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e increase personnel by 15 percent to offset shrinkage in 
most units; 
e boost mobilization preparation personnel. 


Unless the viability of regular units is upgraded, coordi- 
nated rapid buildup cannot be guaranteed quite aside 
from the fact that our ground forces simply cannot enter 
the decade ahead with the “bare bones officer corps” 
which dates back to the early years of the Bundeswehr. 


Improved Regeneration Capability 


The far greater dependence of the operational readiness 
of our ground forces on reservists calls for a fundamental 
reevaluation of assignment and training plans for sol- 
diers on active duty. 


In the years ahead, therefore, our priority goal can no 
longer be to train our soldiers for their duties in their 
regular units during basic military service. Also, in order 
to make better use of our training budget, we must see to 
it that the training program during the course of basic 
military service is oriented toward specific reservist 
assignments so as to avoid later retraining at the conclu- 
sion of basic military service. 


But this means that we must make an effort to broaden 
the regeneration base of trained reservists of hard-to- 
regenerate units such as the motorized infantry by hav- 
ing more draftees undergo training during their basic 
military service for subsequent service in these units. 
The personnel cuts and above-mentioned necessary 
improvements will inevitably result in our having to cut 
“over-productive” branches of service such as our 
armored combat units in favor of the regeneration and 
buildup capability of the total ground forces system. 


All in all, these few examples demonstrate that the 
existing structure will not be adequate to cope with the 
manpower problems facing us in the next decade. 


Traditional Command and Force Structure 


If for no other reason than to help our forces avoid 
unnecessary reorganization we should retain some ele- 
ments of the present structure which ought to continue 
serving us well in the long term. 


This applies in particular to operations-oriented aspects 
of the structure. 


e The time-tested quadripartite organizational structure 
of our brigades and their capability to carry out 
combined weapons combat independently facilitates 
flexible leadership in the even more dynamic, contin- 


uous day and night combat oper of the future. 
e The command structure of th “my makes it 
possible to ensure the ever wrdination of 
command, reconnaissance and n effective and 


balanced manner. 

¢ The organic command structure of the territorial 
arr y will have to be retained in the future to ensure 
military-civilian collaboration in war and peace. 
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Consequences of Tight Investment Budget 


Against the background of manpower trends and rising 
personnel costs, our tight investment budget places 
ee a ey een eene Seay Pune 
forces. 


In view of fiscal developments regarding the defense 
budget, the army budget for the procurement of new 
military hardware has dropped to 21 percent of the total 
funds available. Under the circumstances, our ground 
forces must make do with amounts judged inadequate 
some time ago by the military structure commission. On 
page 39 of its 1972-73 report, the government commis- 
sion wrote: “The ground forces in particular were short- 
changed in residual planning. Between 1966 and 1971, 
the investment share of their overall budget declined 
from 38.6 percent to 21.2 percent.” 


For example, in spite of the undiminished military threat 

it is no longer possible to maintain full mechanization 

levels. This has an impact on the mechanized units of the 

territorial army and also prevents us from maintaining 

ee 
army. 


Greater Differentiation of Brigades 


Leaving the special case of the Franco-German brigade 
aside, only the field army will have brigades under 
Ground Forces Structure 2000. Major portions of the 
home defense brigades presently subordinate to the 
territorial army will be absorbed by the 15 partially 
activated mechanized infantry regiments of the future. 


The 42 army brigades will have to be differentiated even 
more in terms of their mission—in part at the expense of 
flexibility. 


Including the Franco-German brigade, there will be 10 
different types of brigades in the future: 


¢ 16 armored brigades boasting greater infantry 
strength than today’s brigades in that they will include 
two armored and two armored infantry battalions; 

¢ 12 armored infantry brigades boasting greater anti- 
tank capability than today’s brigades in that they will 
include two armored infantry battalions and two 
armored battalions (with varying numbers of compa- 
nies); 

¢ 5 infantry brigades with four infantry battalions each 
including organically integrated battle tanks and an 
engineer battalion; 

¢ 1 mountain infantry brigade structured like the infan- 
try brigade but whose battle tanks are concentrated in 
one battalion; 

¢ 2 security brigades (whose actual designation has not 

yet beea finalized) whose primary responsibility will 

be to protect areas and facilities and to provide NCO 

training and instruction in peacetime; 

2 antitank helicopter brigades that will incorporate 
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not only antitank helicopters but also escort and 
security components to enhance penetration capabil- 
ity in independent . 


combat; 
e 2 airborne brigades with four various equipped and 


capability for combat against mechanized forces will 
be appreciably enhanced through the introduction of 
the Wiesel weapons carrier; 

e 1 mixed airmobile brigade which makes combined use 
of antitank helicopter and airborne components. 


Ground Forces Structure 2000 operational tests include 
the following: 


ple) involving armored infantry brigades Nos 31, 4, 
13, and 30 and armored briagde No 29; 
e headquarters and communications battalion; 

e air mobility; 
e large infantry formation/infantry formation (infantry 
brigade). 


Broader Operational Spectrum 


Due in part to budgetary considerations we have had to 
in unlimited mechanized combat with infantry brigades. 
As a result, the flexibility and tactical mobility of the 
ground forces assigned to forward defense is declining. 


But in the appropriate terrain the infantry brigades, 
supported by modern barrier systems and given suffi- 
cient manpower, would be in a position to defend 
themselves against mechanized attack. The inclusion of 
an engineer battalion in these brigades takes account of 
this. 


Nevertheless, the assignment of non-mechanized bri- 
gades to forward defense missions must continue to be 
the exception rather than the rule in the future. If 
employed in the appropriate terrain, they are suited for 
holding the hinges of a given defense sector. But in view 
of the constantly growing Warsaw Pact capability to 
engage in ground gaining operations with variable cen- 
ters of gravity and deep penetration objectives, an exces- 
sively large number [of such units] would unnecessarily 
a ee ee 
orces. 


The development of the Warsaw Pact’s operational 
maneuver groups demonstrates, if nothing else, that 
successful defense will depend in the future not only on 
the tactical but increasingly on the operational mobility 
of NATO ground forces. Cuts in tactical mobility must, 
therefore, be offset by increases in operational mobility, 
based on fire in depth and the utilization of modern 
barrier systems. 
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Concentration of army aviation units and airborne units 
in two airmobile divisions and/or one airmobile brigade 
(assigned to III Corps) will serve to enhance operational 
tobility. Relying on their rapidly available forces, these 


¢ ntrol large areas and to make mechanized combat 
strength and striking power available for decisive phases 
or to hold it in reserve, especially in the initial stage of a 
conflict. 


In the future, however, it will be even more important to 
augment the combat effectiveness of mechanized and 
airborne units by means of effective operational fire in 
depth, particularly during the decisive phases in the 
conduct of operations. 


For this reason, Ground Forces Structure 2000 calls for 
the assignment of new elements at corps level in addition 
to the airmobile forces, i.e., artillery units which will be 
getting reconnaissance drones as well as combat drones 
and MARS launchers. 


But this broader operational spectrum will only be effec- 
tive if coordination among the command, reconnaissance 
and, in particular, the firepower components works rapidly 
and well so as to anticipate enemy actions and thwart 
enemy / \tentions. 


In addition to the appropriate reconnaissance resources, 
this goal will be met through the creation of the new 
headquarters and communications battalions which will 
be responsible for data transmission and the ever more 


important job of data processing. 


Headquarters and communications battalions will also be 
created at the division level. In order to ensure more rapid 
and effective fire response and barrages in depth, we are 
planning to establish closer coordination between artillery 
reconnaissance resources and the firing elements. 
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Further Development of Total System 


In spite of the manpower and budget squeeze, these 
examples demonstrate that it is the goal of the new 
structure to develop the total ground forces system further 
over the long term so that it will be in a position to fulfill 
its defense mission in the future as it did in the past. 


In the years ahead, the ground forces must continue to be 
able to intercept an attacker in quick-reaction fashion in 
the far forward areas; delay his advance while retaining 
their own combat effectiveness and destroy him in the 
defense areas. The important thing is to employ fire in 
depth and barriers to prevent the attacker from rapidly 
bringing up new forces or reserves and to make it 
impossible for him to shift his main efforts. At the same 
time, the objective is to wrest the initiative from him as 
early as possible so that he cannot take advantage of his 
superiority as planned and utilize it to the full. 


The early decision on Ground Forces Structure 2000 was 
necessary, if for no other reason than to enable the army 
to deal with the variously cited manpower and budget 
limitations and to develop further in a goal-oriented 
fashion in response to the demands of future operational 
command requirements. The tighter the budget gets, the 
earlier the appropriate decisions must be made. 


Under these circumstances, the reorganization of our 
ground forces in accordance with Ground Forces Struc- 
ture 2000 can proceed in a step-by-step, evolutionary 
manner up to the mid-nineties. This has also helped us 
gain time to check major aspects of the new structure in 
operational tests which have already been scheduled. 


Ground Forces Structure 2000 provides the German Army 
with a timely framework, enabling it to fulfill its long-term 
mission in the face of increasingly difficult conditions. But 
in order to do so, the Army will at least have to be provided 
with the necessary funds to cover the cost of operationally 
and tactically indispensable resources. 
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Chevenement Cited en Defense Ties With Arab States 
PM0212091288 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
30 Nov-6 Dec 88 pp 12-14 


[Interview with Defense Minister Jean-Pierre Chevene- 
ment by Mustafa al-Yahyawi in Paris; date not given] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Al-Yahyawi] When they 
face difficulties in financing an ambitious military 
project many industrialized states, and especially 
France, tend to turn to the Arab states, asking them to 
contribute financially. Is France willing, in return, to 
transfer advanced technology to the Arab states and help 
modernize and develop their new military industries, 
especially since this would demonstrate its goodwill and 
guarantee its presence in the Arab arms market? 


[Chevenement] France is more supportive of the idea of 
maintaining military industrialization cooperation with 
the Arab countries than the other industrialized West 
European states. It agrees to the idea of transferring 
whatever technology joint cooperation may require. 
[passage omitted] 


[Al-Yahyawi] Will you help them in armaments and in 
developing their military indusiries? 


[Chevenement] Yes, in that field too. But it must not be 
inferred from this that we are fueling sedition and wars or 
helping to exacerbate tension. Our actions must be bal- 
anced. When we seek to meet the legitimate security 
requirements of certain Arab states which believe their 
security is in danger, this, in our opinion, does not mean 
that we are helping to escalate the arms race in the Ara’ 
region. In a nutshell, we will continue our historic experi- 
ence with the Arab Industrialization Organization 
because, in our view, it opens the door to a new aspect of 
military cooperation, whose objective must be to enhance 
both sides’ independence and serve their interests. 


[Al-Yahyawi] Certain Arab states tend to turn to France 
whenever they need arms, the reason being the indepen- 
dence of French decisions in this field and the absence of 
political complexity or a ban on arms exports. Now that 
France is involved in joint European industrial projects, 
who will be making the final decision regarding joint 
arms exports? And is there any threat to the indepen- 
dence of French policy? 


{Chevenement] Cooperation with a number of European 
states in this field is based on equal shares. France will 
not some day be placed in a position whereby it would 
lose its freedom to make decisions or take actions as a 
result of a ban on arms export, for instance. [passage 
omitted] 


[Al-Yahyawi] Like other states, the Arab states need to 
modernize and develop the weapons they obtain from 
France. How willing is France to modernize Arab weapons? 
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[Chevenement] We in France have always been entirely 
willing to modernize whatever arms we sell to the Arab 
states. I believe that our companies have excellent expe- 
rience in this field. It is our duty under the contracts 
concluded with our partners not only to ensure the 
operation and maintenance of the arms we sell, but to 
modernize them whenever needed. I can give scores of 
examples of this. 


[Al-Yahyawi] France maintains a notable military pres- 
ence in two regions important to the Arab world, namely, 
Chad and the Gulf. Is there still any justification for 
France’s maintaining military forces in these two regions? 


[Chevenemem, The improvement in the situation in 
both regions prompts nothing but satisfaction on 
Fesels aan. Colin Gn tae ema aad. 
sion to restore diplomatic relations with Chad, the two 
embassies were opened in both capita)s, Then the nor- 
malization process began. In view of -ecent develop- 
ments, it is possible to reconsider the :rench military 
presence there. But we prefer to remain cautious. 


[Al-Yahyawi] Does France intend to maintain its mili- 
tary presence along the lines of what is happening in 
other African states? 


[Chevenement] Although we have defense agreements 
with some African states, we have no such agreement 
with Chad. So this ig not an issue. As for the Gulf, our 
decision to withdraw the naval-air force we sent in 1987 
was taken aftsr Iran accepted Security Council Resolu- 
tion 598. The dec‘sion was made only after the cease-fire 
was adopted and implemented. Nevertheless France will 
continue to maintain a military and naval presence in 
the Gulf and the Indian Ocean region in order to 
participate in minesweeping operations and maintain 
freedom of navigation there. 

Rocard Approves Second Prototype of ‘Rafale’ 
LDO0112212388 Paris Domestic Service in French 

1600 GMT 1! Dec 88 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Michel Rocard annozunced 
today in Monte-de-Marsan, in Landes department, that 
the government has approved the production of a sec- 
ond, Navy version, prototype of the Rafale plane. The 
prime minister, who visited the air base and flew in a 
Mirage-2000, stressed in a news conference that the 
increasing cost of the future tactical combat plane 
remains within the parameters of the estimates, while its 
competitor—the European fighter aircraft—does not fall 
within the same budget estimates. [passage omitted] 


Polish Foreign Minister on Roundtable, Ties 
LD0112114588 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0726 GMT 1! Dec 88 


[Interview with Tadeusz Olechowski, Polish foreign 
minister, by t Bernard Brigouleix, by tele- 
phone from the Polish Embassy in Paris, on | December; 
Olechowski speaks in French throughout—recorded] 


[Text] [Brigouleix] Good day, Mr minister. 
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[Olechowski] Good day. 


re eee arn Saanee enaing ret 

ish Television viewers were allowed a big first, with the 
televised debate between Lech Walesa and the president 
of the official trade unions. Is this a real sign of support 
for opening up the political spectrum, or is it to make 
people forget this famous roundtable between the gov- 
ernment and opposition which has still not taken place? 


[Olechowski] No, it is proof of a certain process which is 
developing in Poland and it is proof of a political culture 
of which we are proud. As far as the roundtable is 


[Brigouleix] Tadeusz Olechowski, Lech Walesa made an 
emotive plea for pluralism in the field of trade unions 
and beyond that in the field of politics. Can one imagine 
such a development in Poland in the future as pluralism? 


[Olechowski] It is not only for Poland in the future, it is 
for Poland today. If one speaks of pluralism in the 
broadest sense of the word, Poland has a very pluralistic 
type of society. 


[Brigouleix] A society, yes, but not a political or trade 
union system. 


[Olechowski] Yes, but look at the process which 1 is going 


private sector, in the public sector, or in the cooperative 
sector, and also at the level of trade unions. 


[Brigouleix] Tadeusz Olechowski, from a more diplo- 
matic viewpoint: At midday you are meeting Francois 
Mitterrand. What are you expecting today from France? 


[Olechowski] Look, let me use a rather romantic expres- 
sion. France has always been like an older sister to us. 
Unfortunately, for the past 10 years there has been 
stagnation in our relations. 


[Brigouleix} That was also due to the nature of the Polish 
system, to certain developments in Poland. 


[Olechowski] I do not want to make a judgment on what 
this stagnation stems from, I am simply noting the fact. 
What I would like to do through my visit here in France 
and through (7being received by) the president is to try 
and present my point of view on the future of our 


FRANCE 


3 


countries have stated that they are ready to build a 
European home, a joint European home. 


[Brigouleix) A joint | hich Mikhail Gort 
chev has spoken? 


[Olechowski] That is it, with France. 


[Brigouleix] Tadeusz Olechowski, we are unfortunately 
forced to finish now. Thank You. 


Government Lifts on Iranian Oil Imports 
AU0212094288 Paris AFP in English 0934 GMT 
2 Dec 88 


[Text] Paris, Dec 2 (AFP)—France totally lifted Friday a 


The decision had been expected after France and Iran 
restored diplomatic relations following the release of the 
last French hostages in Lebanon last May. 


Paris had already partially lifted the embargo, allowing 
some imports in barter deals on a case-by-case basis, but 
French oil companies had complained that this was 
unworkable. 


The embargo was imposed in August 1987, a few weeks 
after France severed ties with Iran over alleged Iranian 
a 
in 1986. 


* Rapprochement With USSR Intensifies 
35190020a Paris LIBERATION in French 
12 Oct 88 p 28 


[Article by Alfredo Valladao: “Paris and Moscow Kiss”; 
first paragraph is LIBERATION introduction] 


[Text] The announcement, during the official visit by 
Eduard Shevardnadze, of an upcoming visit by Francois 
Mitterrand to the Soviet Union and one by Mikhail 
Gorbachev to France in 1989 is the beginning of a 
“flirtation” that satisfies the interests of both countries. 


There is a new face on Franco-Soviet relations: Francois 
Mitterrand wiil visit the USSR on 25 and 26 November, 
and Mikhail Gorbachev will come to France during the 
first half of 1989. Protocol would require Mr Gorbachev 
to come calling first. However, Francois Mitterrand, 
benefitting from the opportunity furnished by the 
Franco-Soviet manned space launch from Baikonur, has 
decided to skip some steps. On the Soviet side, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Eduard Shevardnadze—on 
an official visit in Paris since Monday—has expressed 
pleasure that the visit by Mikhail Gorbachev coincides 
with the bicentennial of the revolution, “celebration of 
the French people” and “also a celebration for all of 
civilization.” 
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This chorus of friendliness confirms a decision on both 
sides to shift the rapprochement between the two coun- 
tries into high speed. The USSR is ready for a “complete 
dialog on all subjects, political, economic, cultural, 
social, humanitarian, ecological,” according to the 
spokesperson from the Soviet delegation. And the Pres- 
ident of the National Assembly, Laurent Fabius, goes 
further, wishing for a “new beginning” in relations with 
Moscow. 


A red carpet has been rolled out, ‘aerefore, for Eduard 
terpart, Roland Dumas; and also with Laurent Fabius; 
the Prime Minister, Michel Rocard; and for an hour and 
a quarter, with Francois Mitterrand. As with the Soviet- 
American meetings, the two parties, “for greater effi- 
ciency,” formed four working parties (disarmament, 
regional issues, humanitarian and cultural matters, and 
bilateral issues). 


Yesterday, the results, although unspectacular, tied the 
knot in the new “flirtation” between Paris and Moscow. 
At the center of the talks were disarmament and the 
conclusion of the Conference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE), in Vienna. Eduard Shevardnadze 
especially appreciated a reminder of the offer by Fran- 
cois Mitterrand at the UN General Assembly of an 
international conference on chemical weapons, to take 
place in Paris. Both France and the USSR want to 
restore full force to the protocol of 1925 prohibiting the 
use of these weapons and to accelerate negotiations at 
Geneva aimed at a complete end to the production and 
stocking of chemical weapons. 


There is so much agreement on this point that the French 
and Soviets have even discussed the terms of a final 
resolution of the future Paris conference. The Soviet 
delegation also proposed the creation in Europe of a 
center for crisis prevention and revived the idea of an 
internatio ial agency for the control of space, described 
as a “French idea.” 


As for the conclusion of the CSCE—which would open 
the door to full negotiations on conventional disarma- 
ment in Europe—France gave a significant gift to Gor- 
bachev. The talks in Vienna are stalled over a Soviet 
offer to hold the next session, on humanitarian ques- 
tions, in Moscow. This is something several Western 
capitals have difficulty swallowing. France has decided 
not to oppose the choice of Moscow and to “encourage 
consensus on this point.” 


Reciprocating, Eduard Shevardnadze accepted the cre- 
ation of a French cultural center in the Soviet capital and 
the implementation of a cultural accord that Mikhail 
Gorbachev will be able to sign when he visits France. 
This is a Soviet concession to satisfy the French: It will 
be the first Western cultural center open to the Moscow 
public. 


FRANCE 


This solicitude from the Kremlin toward France is no 
accident, coming several days before the important trip 
to Moscow by the West German Chancellor, Helmut 
Kohl. When relations with the US are entering a period 
of hibernation—while the next occupant of the White 
House settles in—the USSR appears to have decided to 
relaunch its European policy, already inaugurated under 
the gorbachevian slogan of a “European common 
house.” 


But Moscow is not forgetting tradition: When preparing 
for important overtures to Germany, reassure France 
also. France’s own eagerness confirms the announce- 
ment on the recent trip to Prague by Roland Dumas— 
who gave high marks to his hosts in the area of progress 
on human rights: A major policy toward the East is one 
of the central emphases of French diplomacy for the 
second Mitterrand term. 


* Chevenement Denies Antimilitarism of PS 
35190008a Paris LIBERATION in French 
12 Sep 88 p 3 


{Interview with Minister of Defense Jean-Pierre Cheve- 
nement by Jean Guisnel and Jean-Michel Helvig: “From 
Reduction in Army Strength to Regime of Rigor’’; date 
and place not given] 


[Text] Jean-Pierre Chevenement: cutting fat for “more 
muscle.” The minister of defense disclosed to LIBERA- 
TION the measures he has taken with regard to military 

pay to compensate for the strength reduction provided 
for in the 1989 budget. He also gave his thoughts on the 
military service, the “opening,” Barre, Le Pen, et cetera. 


[LIBERATION] You have been minister for 4 months. It 
is too early for a balance sheet, but do you have the 
feeling that you have sketched out a leftist policy in the 
military area? 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] National defense belongs to 
the country as a whole. It should not be a matter of the 
right or of the left. From the moment that we based our 
defense on the concept of deterrence, it was vital to its 
credibility that we demonstrate a broad popular agree- 
ment, independent of the legitimate political differences 
which may exist in other areas. Anything that leads to the 
capturing of the national defense policy to the benefit of 
a political party is bad. In 1913 already, Jaures con- 
demned “in the new army” “those charlatans of patrio- 
tism who cover up the desires and hatreds of a class 
attitude with the pretext of national interest.” Con- 
versely, a part of the left has a tradition of antimilitarism 
which has a historical explanation but is no longer 
justified today: the use of the army against the labor 
movement in the 19th century, the terrible ordeal France 
suffered from 1914 to 1918. This generated a certain 
wave of pacifism. But there is another tradition on the 
left, which puts to the fore the inseparable values of 
democracy and of the nation, in short, republican patri- 
otism, and which naturally understands the demands of 
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national defense. In the eastern regions, which have 
historically been the shield of France, there is no oppo- 
sition between the left and the right in terms of defense. 
And who would dare claim that all the head of state's 
instructions since 1981 have not tended to maintain and 
strengthen the priority of national deterrence? 


[LIBERATION] But you do seem to feel that there is 
currently a resurgence of antimilitaristic feelings in the 
PS, do you not? 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] No. The Socialist Party made 
a shift during the seventies. I contributed to that myself. 
We must now deepen this understanding of national 
defense policy, which indeed is not always obvious, 
because the time involved in defense matters is long term. 
Today, the PS wants to be part of the government; thus it 
must shoulder the nation’s responsibility and, conse- 
quently, the long term concern for national defense. It is no 
longer a party which would only express minority 
demands. It expresses the labor world as a whole, that is to 
say the immense majority of our people. 


[LIBERATION] I would think that even though it is a 
superficial one, the Communists’ argument that 40 bil- 
lion francs less for defense would mean 40 billion francs 
more for education would excite some of your friends. 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] Such an opposition is easy to 
make. It is demagogic. The defense requirements are not 
contradictory to those of the schools. Education and 
national defense have the same goal: the freedom of the 
citizen. I am as much concerned about education today 
as I was when I was minister of national education and I 
look with admiration at Lionel Jospin, who has obtained 
13,000 new positions for 1989. I am happy about that. 
Not just for him, but for the schools and for the country. 
The prospect which I outlined in 1984, of having 80 
percent of an age bracket in the year 2000 reaching the 
baccalaureat level is in the process of becoming reality. 
There are 90,000 more students in the high schools this 
year, it is a good policy, including for national defense 


[LIBERATION] And yet, some people in the PS, indeed 
most of them, have sometimes held the opinion that 
nuclear tests are not really useful, or that the military 


budget is too big... 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] Those who may have 
expressed such opinions did not always have the neces- 
sary items of information at their disposal. I am ready to 
provide it for them. For example, it is clear that to 
perfect more “discreet” nuclear warheads implies a 
certain number of physics experiments. Besides, in ref- 
erence to the national defense budget, in France it 
represents k s than 4 percent of the gross domestic 
product, as against 5 percent in Great Britain, 7 percent 
in the United States, and nearly 16 percent in the USSR. 


FRANCE 


We cannot avoid paying some kind of “insurance pre- 
mium” to preserve both peace and our national indepen- 
dence. As a matter of fact, one-third of our equipment 
allocation is spent on research and development. That 
also benefits civilian development: without the tech- 
niques developed by the Ministry of Defense, for exam- 
ple, Ariane would not have been possible. The specific 
contribution a leftist minister can make to the Ministry 
of Defense is a better understanding of those questions, 
and also better ties between the army and the nation. 


[LIBERATION] Do you intend to take initiatives to 
improve relations between the army and the nation? 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] Definitely. The army must 
become more open to civilian society. There is no reason 
at all why it should be on the defensive in this regard. It 
is necessary for the army to meet the aspirations of the 
young people, to demonstrate the relevance o/ a design of 
freedom and national independence for France and 
Europe. On the occasion of the ceremonies surrounding 
our bicentennial, I would like to organize a large dem- 
onstration in Valmy, in which I would like to involve 
large numbers of the young people in all our depart- 
ments. Valmy represents the volunteers of the Revolu- 
tion, the mass uprising, a vast convergence of young 
peope willing to defend the gains of the great Revolution. 
Valmy is also the first major victory of the weapons of 
the Republic. And one should not underestimate the 
importance of the combination: the revolutionary 
armies would not have won if the volunteers had not 
been combined with the tough army regiments of the 
former regime... Valmy will be the celebration of the 
armies of the Republic, in a form which I would like to 
be completely modern. 


[LIBERATION] One sometimes has the impression that 
the ministers of defense, whatever they may be, have 
some trouble not turning quickly into spokesmen for the 
military institution and its componenis... 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] There are many high quality 
men in our armies. Their values are not the values of 
money, but values of service. To recognize this is not to 
become the slave of an interest, even a military one. 
Besides, that is a charge that has not been leveled against 
me. I believe that I have taken clear positions in some 
recent matters. The policy I intend to conduct has no 
other goal than to put the military instruments at the 
service of the basic interests ofthe country and to make it 
better one day than it was when it was given to me. My 
actions will consist specifically of successfully imple- 
menting the technological revolution the armies need in 
order toeffectively support France's diplomacy in 
Europe and in the world. Ten years from now, our country 
will have an army at its disposal whose overall manpower 
may be somewhat inferior to what it is today, which is not 
always easy to get the military to agree to, but it is the only 
way to successfully achieve the modernization of our 
armed forces and, specifically, of our land forces. The 
minister of defense is in the service of the Republic and is 
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only a beginning? Do they imply, over a period of time, 
an evolution of the missions entrusted to it? 


planned for next year will be 1.15 percent. That is not the 
same! The strength of a modern army lies first of all in its 
fire power, its Capacity to put into operation new weapons 


inf 


competent and motivated i 
quality. The mutto is “more muscle!” The lightening of the 
structures will take place with respect for the men, and 
with concern for their future. Finally, like all public 
services the Ministry of Defense will also have to make an 
effort of productivity. But all of this deserves long term 
provisions, in function of the assigned missions, and does 
not tolerate any sudden moves. 

[LIBERATION] The army has nearly 900 installations 
in the metropolitan area. Will the government run the 
electoral risk of eliminating a substantial number of 
them by grouping them together? 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] The chief of staff of the 
armed forces and the army chief of staff have already 
submitted a draft proposal to me for a combination of 
units plan which I think is perfectly justified, and which 
would drastically reduce the number of installations. We 


FRANCE 


will have to move toward the construction of “living 
bases” which would make it possible to combine two or 
three regiments, if we want to reduce fixed costs. This 
will make it possible at the same time to build modern 


the living conditions of the conscripts. In time this will 
enable us to make substantial savings, but for the 
moment it will cost money. And because of that it will 
take time: perhaps 15 to 20 years. 


[LIBERATION] Is such a rationalization compatible 
with maintaining an army of conscripts? 


percent of the army, iess in th: other armed forces. 
Finally, military service is a right and a civic duty. By 


dence, thus of democracy. ht er nena pr ay 


[LIBERATION] Only two-thirds of the young men in a 
same age bracket do military service... Is the principle of 
equality not being shortchanged? 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] In order to remedy this, we 


some young people and the army. I think that it is not 
suitable to keep measures which are useless or whose 
negative effects exceed their advantages. Thus, it may be 
acceptable that, in order to extend their studies, a certain 
number of young people be allowed to postpone the date 
of their conscription beyond the age of 23 without 
necessarily having gone through a superior military 
preparation. 


[LIBERATION] Has the old socialist proposal to reduce 
the length of the military service disappeared? 











will help them find a job later on. | will not make any 
proposal which would go against the needs of our 
defense. The latter is a priority matter. To have young 
people at our disposal who know how to master the ncw 


who have joined the government, have said? 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] I prefer the word “rally” to 
“opening.” The use that is sometimes made of the latter 
word gives me the Pascalian feeling of abysses, the infinite 
depth of which scare me. Let us be clear: there is not just a 
single possible economic policy. For example, the harmo- 
nization of value added taxes in Europe would mean an 
unacceptable pauperization of the public services and 
Michel Rocard was right in reminding us of that. 


[LIBERATION] When Raymond Barre himself states 
that the broad leanings of the president of the Republic 
correspond to the interests of France, is then the opening 
not already in progress, in spite of what you may want? 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] Do you think that there is no 
difference between Mr Barre’s project and that of the 
Socialist Party? I am not closing the door to a dialogue 
with a man such as Raymond Barre, for example, on 
matters of national defense or education. Having made 
the effort of reading his books, I believe that Raymond 
Barre is one of the rare politicians who can lift up the 
level of public debate. 


This being the case, you should not erase the differences 
rooted in French society: the political debate has abso- 
lutely nothing to gain 
sia which is disturbed only by such a miserable pun as 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. There are enough 
unemployment, the contents of Europe, the future of our 
independence—so that we should not reduce the debate 
to statements made by Le Pen or to the proposition, 
astute but political, aimed at sparing the right from 
having to fight its own demons. 
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[LIBERATION] Are you saying this because Raymond 
Barre’s proposal to prevent slate mergers between the 
two sets of municipal elections is embarrassing to the 
Socialists? 


FRANCE 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] It could only embarrass 
those wno no longer make any distinction between the 
conservative project and the socialist project. If the real 
cleavage line were to run between Jean-Marie Le Pen 
and all the others, the natural consequence would be that 
one should help those fine so-called “civilized” conser- 
vatives to defend themselves against themselves. But is it 
possible to forget that Raymond Barre was the first to 
receive Jean-Marie Le Pen? The RPR now states that it 
rejects any alliance with the National Front. Very well! 
But how do you close off the alliances in the region and 
municipalities between the right and the National Front? 
Let us judge them not by their words but by their acts. 
The goal of the left is not to serve as stepping stone for 
the right. The Socialist rallying project must be imple- 
mented from the left, from a strong Socialist Party and 
based on attractive themes: the building of a social and 
independent Europe, renewed progress of democracy in 
enterprises and in society. 


[LIBERATION] In your opinion, how should one react 
to Le Pen? 


[Jean-Pierre Chevenement] The Le Pen phenomenon is 
rooted in objective data: massive unemployment, the 
rupture of the social fabric, the erosion of the quality of 
life, the decline of public-mindedness, et cetera. The real 


bicentennial of the Revolution! By killing the debate of 
a ee cee ee ae 
are playing his game. We must offer clear prospects to 
people who, for want of them, will throw themselves in the 
arms of the “new fascists.” The Socialist Party has an 
educationa! role to play. It must fill a void. 


* Poll Shows French Prefer Referendums 
35190006a Paris FIGARO-MAGAZINE in French 24 
Sep 88 pp 112-114 


[Article by Francois Lebrette: “Citizens Frequently 
Want To Replace the Deputies”) 


[Text] It is a kind of referendum on the referendum: yes, 
the French people are in favor of direct consultation with 
citizens On major issues. According to our survey, 52 
percent are in favor, which, accounting for abstentions, 
would yield a majority of 55 percent of the voters. But, as 
often happens with a referendum, the answer is clearer 
than the question: does this represent a motion of 
no-confidence vis-a-vis parliamentary representation, or 
a desire to draw a line of demarcation between the 
political sphere and society, or merely a wish to create 
the possibility of appealing one decision or another? The 
response represents a little of all three, most likely, but it 
is difficult to specify how much of each went into their 
motivations. 
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because it has already occurred. The major demonstra- 
tions in 1984 were perceived as an “unauthorized” 
of. So there is no point in starting over again. 





According to this survey, it appears that the French are 
in favor of the principle of the referendum, but are more 
reticent as to its use. |: the final analysis, everybody <an 
find material in it to back their own opinions—both the 
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ones who believe that Parliament is incapable of express- 
ing the true cspirations of the French people and those 
who regard it as indispensable to moderate “the emo- 
tional reactions of the French.” 


The most passionate subjects are not the least ambiguous 
ones, and the responses depend largely on how the 
question is formulated. For instance, the issue of immi- 
gration is approached from two angles in this survey, one 
theoretical and the other practical. Should immigrants 
have the right to vote? Thirty-one percent of those 
surveyed believe that this should be the subject of a 
referendum, which puts it in second place after the death 
penalty. As for the nationality code, it is of interest to 
only half as many people and ranks seventh on the list of 
possible subjects, far behind the length of the president's 
term of office. 


Survey 


Survey conducted by FIGARO-MAGAZINE, from 6 to 
8 September, 1988. National sampling of 1,000 persons 
representing the entire population aged 18 years and 
over. Quota method (sex, age, profession, and PCS head 
of household), and stratification by regions and catego- 
ries of population centers. 


Some people would like to have referendums in France at the 
initiative of a relatively large number of voters, like in Switzer- 
land. 


April September 
1985 1988 
This would be a good thing: voters 44/ $2/ 
could participate directly in important 
decisions 
This would not be a good thing. 44/ 39/ 
France is too large a country and this 
would prevent governments from mak- 
ing difficult or unpopular decisions 
No opinion 12/ 9/ 


What are the 2 or 3 subjects... that would merit being in a ref- 
erendum that will be in a future referendum 


Length of the president's term of office 25/ 25/ 
Immigrants’ right to vote 31/ 22/ 
Social security reform 26/ 18/ 


Construction of Europe 14/ 17/ 


Aid to private schools 


Workers’ participation in companies 


Financing political parties 


Nuclear arms limitation 


Nationality code 


Death penalty 


Questions of medical ethics (surrogate 
mothers, artificial insemination, etc.) 


None 


No opinion 


FRANCE 
in 
17 6 
9/ 8/ 
24/ AM 
1/1 
Si) S/ 
in = §/ 
5/ 8/ 
eee 


Note: The total comes to more than 100, since the persons 


surveyed could give four responses. 


Among the following measeres adopted in the past, are there 
some that... should have been put in a referendum? would 
have been adopted if there had been a referendum? 


Elimination of the death penalty 


Construction of nuclear power 
plants 


Elimination of administrative 
authorization for lay-offs 


Legalization of abortion 


Elimination of the tax on wealth 


Lowering of legal age from 


21 to 18 


Creation of strike force 


25/ 


24/ 


22’ 


21/ 


1l/ 


Yes 


27/ 


23/ 


26/ 


$5/ 


41/ 


No Don't 
know 
59/ 14/ 
46/ _24/ 
49/ = 28/ 
25/  19/ 
54’ 20/ 
29/—s :16/ 
20/ _ 39/ 
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Ameng the fellewing measures adopted in the past, are there 
seme that... should have been put in a referendum? would 
have been adopted if there had been a referendum? 

Yes No [on't 


Admission of Spain, Portugal, 1/ 42/ 20 St 


Privatization of banks andsome 10/ 33/ 27/ 40/ 


Nationalization of banks and 8 8 63S5/ 26/ 39/ 


1981 
None 9/ 
No opinion 5/ 

Weald you like to have referendums organized... 
On an exceptional basis (every 5 to 10 years) 47/ 
Fairly frequently (once every | or 2 years) 41/ 
Very frequently (several times a year) 6/ 
No opinion 6/ 


In the future, would you be... 


In favor of amending the Constitution to permit refer- § 55/ 
endums on subjects affecting society 


Not in favor, since it is Parliament that should debate 35/ 
and make decisions on subjects affecting society 


No opinion 10/ 


Some people suggest that referendums should be organized on 
major political iseves. What do you think of this? 

It would be a bad idea because people are not com- 42/ 
petent enough to make decisions on major political 

issues 

It would be a good idea to organize referendums to $2/ 
allow people to decide on major political issues 

No opinion 6/ 


In your commune, would you be... 


In favor of organizing referendums to permit votersto  56/ 
decide on major issues affecting the commune 


Not in favor, because it is the responsibility of the 39/ 
Municipal Council to debate and make decisions on 
No opinion $/ 


The principle of recourse to the referendum is approved 
by comparable majorities, whatever the subject of the 
referendum would be: political, communal, or important 
subjects affecting society. Young voters are more in 
favor of these popular votes than older people. Women 
are a little less enthusiastic than men with regard to votes 
on political issues (49 percent compared to 55 percent) 
and major issues affecting society (54 percent against 56 
percent), but are just as much in favor of municipal 
referendums. 


* PCF Seen Affected by Various Problems 


* Pluralism Sought 
35190012A Paris LE MONDE in French 5 Oct 88 p 8 


[Article by Olivier Biffaud: “The ‘Reconstructors’ of the 
PCF Plead for Pluralism Within the Party”) 


[Text] L'HUMANITE of Tuesday 4 October announces 
that the discussion sessions preparatory to the national 
conference of the PCF on 12 and 13 November will open 
Friday in the columns of the Communist daily. The 
journal is publishing the text of a memo sent to the 
federations in order to “help them prepare for the 
conference,” entitled “Let us make of each cell, of each 
and every Communist a determined artisan of unifica- 
tion in defending ourselves, of unification in making 
changes.” The same day, the “reconstructionist” chal- 
lengers circulated “a document intended to engage 
debate among the party’s militant members. 


The corpus delicti is a brief work of 80 pages. Its title— 
“What Constitutes a Revolutionary Party in Contempo- 
rary France?”—is a kind of wink at the history of the 
PCF. In 1967 the secretary general, Waideck-Rochet, 
had written a reference text for the party with precisely 
the same title, minus the word “party.” The Communist 
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association—if not the claim of legitimacy and even of 
relationship—is thus immediately confirmed. Protesting 
their good faith, the authors of the text—Messrs Jean 
Breteau, Marcel Caille, Felix Damette, Marcel Dufriche, 
Daniel Garipuy, Mrs Colette Goeuriot and Messrs Phi- 
lippe Haumont, Claude Poperen, Roger Ranoux, Roland 
Renard, Marc Richevaux and Marcel Rigout—reject in 
advance the accusation of fragmentation, but implicitly 
accept the risk thereof: “If the ruling group absolutely 
insists ON maintaining its authority,” they write in their 
conclusion, “then yes, there will inevitably be tendencies 
by that very fact.” And they explain that “the term 
‘democratic centralism’ has been completely perverted 
by practices that are its very negation.... This democratic 
pseudocentralism has a remarkable survival capacity, 
since it ends up with the automatic ejection of those who 
could challenge it.” According to them, “Any difference 
of viewpoint is considered a divergence, and any diver- 
gence as the road to treason. This way of thinking has a 
military- religious connotation.” 


Party ‘of Struggles and of Government’ 


The document published by the IRC (Initiative for 
Communist Reconstruction) attests in its preamble that 
“Stalinism is a cancer that nearly caused the death of 
Communism, and whose roots are not yet destroyed,” 
for “There is the matter of structure.” This observation 
leads the authors to establish ties of relationship bet. een 
“reconstruction” in France and “perestroyka” (Gc rba- 
chev-style reconstruction) in the Soviet Union. Ia this 
regard, they reckon that “The somewhat condescending 
attitude adopted by the PCF leadership with respect to 
the changes in the USSR is completely misplaced. It is 
ridiculous to claim that we would have already begun our 
updating and that the Soviets would be content to follow 
behind us at a distance.... Gorbachev’s revolution tackles 
the basic questions that the PCF leadership has evaded,” 
they claim. 


Inviting the Communists to “take up their responsibili- 
ties themselves,” in order to “tie back together the 
threads of the ‘renovation’ period of the seventies,” the 
very one which according to them was inaugurated by 
Mr Georges Marchais, the “reconstructors” propose 
three modes of reasoning to their comrades. The first 
concerns “national existence.” ““We must approach 
Europe offensively,” they say, “and no longer back away 
from it, so as to be in a position to preserve the 
independence of France.” The second concerns “our 
openness to class struggles.” To secure this openness, the 
authors emphasize the fact that the CGT, which “con- 
stitutes a decisive force,” “must disengage itself from the 
strict tutelage under which the PCF leadership holds it in 
check” under penalty of “discrediting itself.” The third, 
which is the main theme of the document, concerns “the 
progressivist pole of society,” namely the PCF, whose 
results in the last legislative elections “in no way consti- 
tute a resurgence,” the authors maintain. 





FRANCE 


If the text is fond of demonstrating that “The PCF is 
capable of affirming one thing and then its opposite 
without even a transition,” for it has no “coherent line” 
available, it also presents the notion that “The refusal to 
analyze the period (of government participation) from 
1981 to 1984 can be explained by the incapability of the 
leadership to implement the strategy of popular assem- 
bly.” Similarly, it takes the opposite position of the party 
on Europe, for which the “reconstructors” desire “a 
resumption of the notion of Eurocommunism, no longer 
in the sense of a democratic updating of the Communist 
parties, but in the proper sense of a Communist project 


for Europe.” 


“Today we practice the class line outside of the election 
period and the union of the left during it,” regretfully 
muse the editors of the document, who propose as the 
fundamental principle of their reflection: “We must 
forever be the party of struggles and the party of govern- 
ment.” 


While the cantonal elections have just given the “recon- 
structors” a dozen general councilmen, they, just like 
their predecessors, the “renovators” of February 1987 go 
beyond the alternative document to the orders of the 
leadership. Is the situation more favorable to them? 


* PS Denounces PCF 
35190012A Paris LE MONDE in French 5 Oct 88 p 10 


[Article: “The Socialists Want a ‘Showdown’ With the 
Communists”’] 


[Text] The socialists want to debate the Communists 
immediately concerning preparations for the municipal 
elections of March 1989. The behavior of the PCF 
during the cantonal elections was criticized on Monday 3 
October by Mr Pierre Joxe. The minister of the interior 
made the observation on Antenna Two that the Com- 
munists “have in certain cases actually aided the right to 
win seats.” 


Last Tuesday over France-Inter, Mr Jean Poperen, the 
minister of parliamentary relations, also denounced the 
“behavior of the Communist leaders,” which “is respon- 
sible without a doubt for the fact that the right has kept 
the leadership of certain general councils.” “We cannot 
run this sort of risk in the municipal elections,” added 
Mr Poperen. ““We are going to have to lay our cards on 
the table.” 


For her part, Mrs Madeleine Vincent, a member of the 
political bureau of the PCF, reckons that “in a general 
way the voting process was accomplished quite smoothly 
in the cantonal elections, with only the usual local 
problems.” As regards Allier and Indre, where Commu- 
nist candidates had remained in office for a second term, 
against “majority presidential” candidates supported by 
the PS, Mrs Vincent tells us that “There was no other 
candidate in these cantons except the Communist one.” 
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The work group, which was formed under the direction 
of the PS to study the mode of preparing for municipal 
elections, and which includes representatives from the 
various persuasions within the party, is scheduled to 
meet on Wednesday. Upon the return of Mr Pierre 
Mauroy from Chile, where he is heading up a delegation 
of the Socialist International, he will officially propose a 
me ‘ng to the PCF officialdom. 


It is a question of “controlling the local situations,” 
explained Mr Michel Debarge, a member of the national 
secretariat of the PS, on Monday 3 October, by taking an 
interest both in those cities held by the leftists and in 
those where the rightists are in charge. The socialists 
expect that the Communists will propose, as they did in 
1983, the renewal and continuation, pure and simple, of 
the leftist mayors at the head of lists of unification. Such 
will not necessarily be the strategy adopted everywhere 
by the PS. Similarly, the municipal electoral law allowing 
for “primaries” the first time around could be retained, 
seeing that certain municipalities are emerging from the 
right. 


“It is indispensable for us to level with the Commu- 
nists,” declared Mr Mauroy, who was a guest on the 
“Face the People” program Monday on France-Inter. 


The first secretary confirmed the desire of the socialists 
“to rally the people on the left and to broaden this leftist 
rally.” “We are not part of the leftist union,” observed 
Mr Mauroy, emphasizing that “the municipal election is 
not a game to be played only between Communists and 
socialists,” and that it is necessary to associate two other 
groups, over and above the leftist radicals, with the 
latter, the “democrats for progress” and “all those who 
have rejoined the presidential majority.” 


Reconfirming that in his eyes the PCF is “in the presi- 
dential majority in its own way,” since it had called for 
a vote for Mr Francois Mitterrand in the second round of 
precidential elections, Mr Mauroy declared that we must 
“translate at the municipal level” the reality of this 
majority, which, according to him, includes all those who 
supported Mr Mitterrand on 8 May, plus those who since 
then have come over to the side of the president of the 
republic. “Our concern is always to broaden,” declared 
the first secretary, recalling the congress of the socialists 
which had witnessed the entry of Mr Michel Rocard and 
his friends into the PS in 1974, as well as the opening up 
of the socialist party to the Christians. 


* Marchais Isolated 
35190012A Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS 
in French 27 Sep 88 p 6 


[Article by Sylvie Vormus: “The Strange Game Between 
the PC and the PS”] 


[Excerpt] 
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The International Context 


Time is passing for Georges Marchais. The international 
context is working against him. The Italian Communist 
Party is said to be ready to make common cause with the 
European socialist representatives. Mikhail Gorbachev 
apparently wants to invite Francois Mitterrand to Mos- 
cow. The rumor coming from the East has been refuted 
in Paris. It was nevertheless spread abroad just a few 
days before the French cantonal elections! The PCF, 
with Georges Marchais at its head, is more and more 
isolated in the sole combat that it deems well-advised, 
namely that against social democracy. More would be 
necessary than a simple concatenation of 
circumstances—such as the rupture of the PS, the fall of 
the Rocard government, the reestablishment of Commu- 
nist Party credibility, today absolutely out of reach at the 
national level, or the failure of Mikhail Gorbachev—for 
the PCF to regain its past influence, to the detriment of 
the PS. What is needed is what some people would call a 
miracle. And rare are those today who still believe in 
miracles. [passage omitted] 


* Juquin Threatened 
35190012A Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS 
in French 21 Sep 88 p 6 


[Article by Sylvie Vormus: “Juquin Wonders About His 
Future”’j 


[Text] The Juquin movement is trying to feel its way. At 
the conclusion of the national reunion of the committees 
of initiative and support last weekend, it adopted a 
certain number of proposals. The congress at the end of 
next November will determine whether it can once again 
be victorious or whether it must perish. 


With its precocious childhood and its marked adolescent 
crisis, will the Juquin movement reach maturity 
unharmed, will it even experience this period of growth? 
Nothing is less certain. The friends of Pierre Juquin, 
regrouped within the committees of planification and 
support created during the presidential campaign and 
meeting last weekend at a national assembly in Paris 
(400 committees including 4 000 registered militant 
members, according to the organizers) today confront 
two contradictory situations that, if not resolved, run the 
risk of costing the Juquin generation its prosperity: 1) 
how to federate a mosaic of extreme-left organizations or 
small groups without falling into all the hazards of an 
uncontrolled slide to the left, whether in the theory or the 
practice of organization, and 2) how to infiltrate the 
domains of the French Communist Party, how to snap 
up the electorate and the militant personnel without 
starting to run a sterile and futile race against a party that 
remains a party of the people. The people had had the 
strict right to a laying of all cards on the table after the 
presidential ballot between the Revolutionary Commu- 
nist League and the Communist renovators. The breach 
is evident today in the New Caledonia problem. The 
LCR itself has called for a boycott of the polls. The 
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Communist renovators led by Claude Llabres of Tou- 
louse, a former member of the central committee of the 
PCF and the PSU, are calling for a yes vote. Others 
called for a no vote last week. As Pierre Juquin noted 
yesterday soberly, on “the referendum question, opin- 
ions diverge.” The result: The Juquin movement will not 
give any official order, which is one effective way of 
cutting off debate. 


With regard to the military programming law, the 
Juquinists consider, after the fashion of the PCF, that it 
is necessary to reduce military expenses in order to 
increase the national education budget. 


Similarly, they will reactualize the “right of immigrants 
to vote in any election” and the parity of women in all 
institutions and parties. 


But in reality it is at the end of Novenyber, at the time of 
the national congress of the movement, that “the future 
and the nature of definitive projects” will be defined for 
what remains of the Juquinist experience for the 
moment. Pierre Juquin admitted yesterday that he was 
not “wildly enthusiastic.” 


A single person on duty in a sublet office of the PSU, that 
is not a very exhilarating picture for a person who has left 
a party of the masses: “I am fully aware of the realities,” 
he added. “I read, I observe, I listen. I know the past 
histories of one group or other, their theories, their 
dogmas. I do not know what is going to happen.” 


Pierre Juquin seriously envisions the coming municipal 
elections (The movement supports or presents 30 candi- 
dates in the cantonal elections) with “very open tactics,” 
adaptable according to the region. The executive of the 
movement is mandated to meet with all the extreme 
leftist organizations, the PCF, the PS, the ecologists, the 
autonomists, the regionalists. Intentions which do not 
judge the result of the races in advance. 


* Consumer Debts Soar as Spending Habits Change 
35190021b Paris L’EXPANSION in French 
7-20 Oct 88 pp 227-228 


[Article by Anne Feitz; first paragraph is L’EXPAN- 
SION summary] 


[Excerpts] The French used to be savers but are becom- 
ing borrowers. They are responding to the near stagna- 
tion of their buying power by going into debt: In 5 years, 
the volume of consumer credit has tripled. It is likely 
they are only approaching a model already widely fol- 
lowed in the FRG, Great Britain, and the US. But this 
small moral revolution, fanned by the banks, has conse- 
quences for our economic and financial horizon. 


“Last name, first name, age, address, occupation, sal- 
ary?” It sounds like a police interrogation, but it is only 
the information your banker will be asking in order to 
loan you 10,000 francs. The computer swallows your 





FRANCE 


answers and, “in less than seven minutes,” Credit Agri- 
cole employees add proudly, determines if you are an 
acceptable risk by scoring the data with a sophisticated 
 menoong method based on the experience of thousands 
of cases. 


In a few years, the nature of credit to individuals has 
been turned topsy-turvy. Before the beginning of the 
1980's, the French hardly ever borrowed except for the 
long term, to buy a house or apartment. Today, short- 


- term credit is growing spectacularly. The numbers speak 


for themselves: outstanding consumer debt rose by 39 
percent in 1986 and by 34 percent in 1987. Even more 
remarkable (and unimaginable only several years ago), 
these loans are no longer exclusively for the purchase of 
sofas or refrigerators: Vacations can be had on credit, 
back-to-school spending binges are covered by autho- 
rized overdrafts, and a face lift is paid off over 2 years at 
20 percent. The banks, the merchants, and the Rue de 
Rivoli are still adding up the implications. 


“It is the demise of savings,” observes Andre Babeau, 
head of CREP (Center for Economic Research on 
Savings). “Ten years ago, when they borrowed 100 
francs, households simultaneously saved 225 francs. 
Today a veritable revolution has taken place. The rate of 
savings is below the rate of borrowing.” The former (the 
share of income set aside for savings) has declined from 
20.5 percent in 1978 to 12 percent in 1987. The latter 
(ratio of new borrowing to income) has grown from 8 to 
13 percent during the same period. “Furthermore,” 
continues Andre Babeau, “the nature of the debt has 
changed. The traditional loans, long- and short-term, do 
not work against savings, because households use them 
to invest, most often in real estate. The corresponding 
repayments can be considered savings, since they result, 
in the end, in some property of value. Very short term 
borrowing, on the other hand, has the other effect: It is 
for consumption of unamortizable goods.” It is precisely 
this type of credit that is all the rage right now. The 
French used to be preeminently provident. The turn- 
about can be explained as follows: 


First, households have borrowed to compensate, in an 
immediate way, for the stagnation of their buying power. 
Last year, for example, their real available income rose 
by only | percent, while consumption grew by 2.5 
percent. They avoided a reduced standard of living by 
raiding their savings and at the same time resorting 
massively to consumer credit. Even if this trend falls off 
this year, consumer debts should continue to rise. In 
1988, professionals say the level of new short-term loans 
should be comparable to that of 1987. [Passage omitted] 


Today, more than a third of the French people are using 
consumer credit, according to a survey by the CRBF 
(Center for Family Budget Research). Of that number, 
one out of five is borrowing “to have what they want 
when they want it”—-“impulse credit”—and one out of 
two borrows to handle an unforeseen expense. All 
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together, 70 percent of these loans are spur-of-the- 
moment. According to another survey, by the AFB 
(Association of French Banks), the head of the pack in 
consumer credit is made up of young, comfortable 
households: those who need to buy furniture and such 
and who expect their incomes to climb. All the same, the 
percentage of borrowers is roughly the same (around 40 
percent) for all socioprofessional categories, with the 
exception of farmers (27 percent). Finally, according to a 
CREP study, there are still some French who declare 
themselves fiercely hostile to the idea of living by credit, 
but not many: 10 percent. [passage omitted] 


* Uneasiness Over 1992 Market Reform Noted 
35190021a Paris L’EXPANSION in French 
7-20 Oct 88 p 57 


[Article by Jean Boissonnat; first paragraph is L‘EX- 
PANSION introduction] 


[Text] Europe is beginning to ask itself questions about 
1993. Is it too soon, too fast? 


Thanks to memory, the market crash of October 1987 
did not degenerate into a world economic crisis. It was 
not another 1929, because we remember 1929. History 
saved the economy. It could lose it as weil. Here is how: 
In 1929, the monetary authorities suffocated business by 
making credit scarce. In 1987, they gave it oxygen to 
allow it to breathe. In 1929, the crash precipitated a 
protectionist law in the United States (the Hawley- 
Smoot Act). This year, the Congress was pressed to water 
down somewhat the commercial law against “disloyal 


practices.” 


Our economic structures themselves have been designed 
over the last 60 years to protect us from what could be 
called a “crisis multiplier.” Social security systems pro- 
tect citizens against a brutal upset of their living stan- 
dard, even in case of unemployment. In France, for 
example, the working population transfers each year 
nearly 200 billion francs, under various forms and by 
multiple channels, to those who are unemployed because 
of a lack of jobs. 


Various institutions (OECD, GATT, IMF, the World 
Bank, and the Common Market) represent so many lines 
of resistance against a return to protectionism. Of 
course, protectionism crops up here and there all the 
same, if only through the overdevaluation or undereva- 
luation of a currency. Here the dollar, the most influen- 
tial currency, leads the pack, valued between 10 and 15 
percent below its “economic” value. 


From every quarter, the memory of a period which saw 
the crash, unemployment, totalitarianism, and, finally, 
war ensue in quick succession, called forth saving 
reflexes. 


FRANCE 


However, it would be a serious error of judgment to 
conclude from all this that the world economy is now 
unsinkable. The crash is not a cause of the crisis; it is the 
crisis which is a cause of the crash. Serious imbalances 
affecting the world economy persist, even if the financial 
spasm of 1987 could be absorbed without worsening 
them. 


Our economies are tested by fundamental changes, be 
they new technologies, requiring massive investment in 
economies where superfluous consumption outdraws 
savings; new mentalities, seeking an unattainable bal- 
ance between demands for security and exaggerated 
individualism; or new balances of power: The war tipped 
the center of the business world from Europe to America, 
while peace is sending it on a new trajectory toward Asia. 


All these upheavals are taking place in an unregulated 
system. Currencies no longer have a fixed reference, and 
capital crosses the oceans at the speed of the electronic 
pulses of computers and on the speedways of waves, 
fibers, and satellites. 


The incompatibility between the political and cultural 
heritages of the nation-states (precious and legitimate 
heritages too) and the needs of global markets continues 
to grow in the face of our immobility. 


Europe itself, which might be thought to be better 
informed than anyone because of its long experience, is 
beginning to ask itself questions about 1993. Is it too soon, 
too fast? Margaret Thatcher has just asserted, at Bruges, 
that Brussels is nothing but a dangerous bureaucracy, 
European social welfare an expensive sentimentality, and 
monetary unity a possibility for the much more distant 
future. Having envisioned the single market as an easily 
accessible paradise initially, now everyone is wondering if 
it would not be an infernal trap. The Germans are waiting 
for Gorbachev to open his borders to them. France fears 
for its statism, Great Britain for its free market, the 
northern European countries for their affluence, and those 
of southern Europe for their way of life. 


A political crash of a Europe frightened by its own vigor 
would be more serious than any market crash. If we do 
not act, it is not the Dow Jones that would sink, but 


hope. 


* Dassault Capitalizes on Aircraft Renovations 
35190009a Paris LE MONDE in French 2-3 Oct 88 p 8 


[Article by Jacques Isnard: “Custom-Made Fighter 
Planes”’] 


[Text] Like makers of automobiles, household appli- 
ances, or furniture, but well behind them, manufacturers 
of French fighter planes, such as the Dassault-Breguet 
group, are discovering the market for used goods and 
customers for secondhand equipment. Or, to be more 
precise, their customers who are hard up and can no 
longer afford a new plane are increasingly requesting that 
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they renovate their old airplanes to give them a second 
+ puth, so to speak. For industry, this is a way of ensuring 
a loyal customer. For buyers, this is a way of making 
maximum use of something that has already been put to 
the test and that is familiar to them. 


From its Istres plants in Bouches-du-Rhone, Dassault- 
Breguet delivered its first renovated Mirage III to the 
Brazilian Air Force on Friday, 30 September. This was 
from an order Brazil had placed in 1970 Brazil and 
received in two the first in 1972-73 and another 
in 1979-80. In 1987, Brazil asked the French company to 
renovate its fleet of Mirage III (14 are in operation) and 
it even acquired from the French government six more 
secondhand Mirage III's, which were no longer being 
used by the Air Force and which will be modernized. 


Customer Selects Options 


Renovation—technicians call it “retrofit”—in this case 
involves building onto the plane’s frame “canards” (i.e., 
additional fixed aerofoils in the front of the fuselage) to 
increase maneuverability in combat, increasing refuel- 
ling capacity (on the ground and in flight), and installing 
more rapid guns that will fire at high incidence. This is a 
“custom job”: the structure of the plane, which can be 
between 10 and 15 years old and have between 2,000 and 
3,000 flight hours, is improved in this way. 


Other customers have been rejuvenating their Mirage 
IIIs. Before Brazil, Peru renovated 18 of its aircraft 
purchased in France, and another Latin American coun- 
try, Venezuela, followed by having 18 more Mirage III's 
modernized in the Dassault-Breguet plant in Biarritz. 








FRANCE 


The work varies a great deal from one customer to the 
next: it may involve the plane’s jet engine (a 20 percent 
increase in power), or the navigation and weapons sys- 
tems (more load points on the wings, more modern 
weapons for ground atiacks, updated electronic equip- 
ment, etc.). There are numerous options selected by the 
customer on the advice of the manufacturer, who makes 
a prior study of the needs, cost, and delivery time (one 
year). 


Today the heads of Dassault-Breguet regard this “ret- 
rofit” market, which they had somewhat neglected for a 
long time, as large and promising. It is a question of 
necessity: the decline in the dollar and the price of raw 
materials has dried up customers’ cash, and the renova- 
tion of their old aircraft costs half as much as buying a 
new plane, while the industry takes advantage of the 
sturdiness of the frames—they will last for 30-35 years of 
flying—to prolong their use. There have been 1,400 
Mirage III planes sold in France and abroad since about 
1964. 


But Dassault-Breguet’s enthusiasm for renovation does 
not stop at its own potential market for overhauling and 
modernizing its Mirage III or, later on, its Mirage F-1 (as 
Iraq did, converting a dozen of these air defense inter- 
ceptors into ground attack planes and planes that can be 
refuelled in flight). The French firm also intends to 
tackle the “retrofit” market of its competitors. Accord- 
ing to one of the directors of the international affairs 
department: “We are ready to consider any request from 
a foreign air force to upgrade aircraft not manufactured 
by Dassault. We have the know-how.” And he adds, 
smiling: “It is after all within the technical reach of any 
advanced industry.” 
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Andreotti Considers ‘Renunciation’ of F-16 Deal 
AU0212103688 Rome ANSA in English 1016 GMT 
2 Dec 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, Dec 2—Italian Foreign Minister 
Giulio Andreotti on Thursday agreed to take into con- 
sideration a proposal, presented in the Senate by Com- 
munist Giuseppe Boffa and Piero Pieralli, together with 
Antonio Giolitti of the Independent Left, to work 
towards a disarmament accord which would make the 
transfer of American F-16 fighter bombers to Italy 


unnecessary. 


In effect, the Senate proposal called on the government 
to commit itself to follow “every possible initiative 
leading to negciiations directly or through NATO, with 
Warsaw Pact nations in order to reach accords, already 
suggested by (Soviet leader Mikhail) Gorbachev, as well 
as other authoritative Soviet and Hungarian figures, for 
an arms reduction for the part of the transfer to Crotone 
of the F-16 fighter-bombers presently deployed in Tor- 
reilon, Spain.” 


The document goes on to state that the next three years, 
before the 1991 deadline for the aircraft to leave Spain, 
be used to reach such an accord. 


Italy offered to host the American F-16 aircraft after 
Washington and Madrid failed to reach an accord to 
keep them in Spain. Rome’s move, in line with its NATO 
commitments, was justified for the need to defend 
NATO's southern flank and avoid NATO from making a 
unilateral disarmament move. 


Government Bitter About U.S. ‘Arafat Decision 
AU0212091188 Rome ANSA in English 0815 GMT 
2 Dec 88 


[Text] Rome, (ANSA}—The Italian Government's “bit- 
terness” over the U.S. decision to refuse PLO leader 
Yasir ‘Arafat an entry visa to address the U.N. General 
Assembly was voiced by Italian diplomatic chief, Giulio 
Andreotti, in briefing the Senate Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee here Thursday. 


His briefing preceded a unanimous vote committing the 
Rome government to work actively to ensure that the 
European Community recognises the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s right to an independent state. 


The motion was signed by Christian Democrats, Social- 
ists, Communists and Leftist Independents. The senators 
representing the Republican, Liberal, Social Democrat 
and extreme rightist Italian Social Movement parties 
failed to attend the session. 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 32 


“To our satisfaction at seeing the PLO adopt, in Algiers, 


Andreotti noted, is added the bitterness over the isola- 
tion in which the United States has decided to shut 
itself...“ 


On the U.S. Administration’s decision to ban ‘Arafat from 
going to U.N. headquarters, Andreotti said the decision 
was taken even though “authoritative PLO representatives 
are in New York without any hindrance”. 


Andreotti also urged U.S. Secretary of State George 


“Moreover, it seems that, never as now, has 
such a possibility to start to 

painful fracture between Jews and Arabs on the lines of 
the model adopted by the U.N. in 1947”. 


Algiers declaration should be “in view of convening an 


tion”. 


general scenario in which Italy, assuming its clear 
“Atlantic and European commitment”, has “no enemies”. 


“Rather,” he said, “precisely because of this line of 
coherent continuity, we have a frank and loyal relation- 
ship with all those states which permit us to make a 
linear contribution to all peace processes”. 
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He added that “some hot zones’’—Angola, Iran-Iraq, 
and Afghanistan—are “cooling off,” while others remain 
“dangerously tense, and every means must be used to 
make them calmer”. 


“From the generalised critical social and economic situ- 
ation in Latin America to the harsh reality of the Middle 
East, we are receiving alarm-signals which we cannot 
ignore,” he said. 


The Foreign Affairs Commission was meeting to debate 
those parts of the budget concerning Italian foreign 
policy management. 


MP’s Urge WEU To Act on ‘Arafat Visa 
AU01 12104588 Rome ANSA in English 1011 GMT 
1 Dec 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, December 1—-The governments 
of the Western Union member-nations were 
urged by members of the Italian parliameat “to strongly 
appeal to the U.S. Administration to grant a visa to 
Palestine Liberation Organization chairman Yasir 
‘Arafat to allow him to address the United Nations 
General Assembly”. 


The resolution signed by many members of the Parlia- 
ment will be sent on to the parliamentary assembly of the 
Western European Union, scheduled to meet in Paris 
December 5 to 8. 


The sponsors of the document were Deputy Franco 
Maria Malfatti, Christian Democrat, and Senators Piero 
Pieralli, Communist, and Antonio Natali, Socialist, the 
president and vice presidents of the Italian delegation to 
the assembly. 


Rome Considers Libya Claims ‘Closed’ 
AU0212102988 Rome ANSA in English 1013 GMT 
2 Dec 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, Dec 2—*The Italian Government 
considers closed” Libya's damage claims from the Italian 
colonial period, 1911-42," [quotation marks as received] 
with the signing of the 1956 Italo-Libyan Treaty, a 
communique from the office of Premier Ciriaco De Mita 
said following the premier’s final meeting with the 
Libyan Government's number-two, Major ‘Abd al- 
Salam Jallud. 


Major Jallud met with the Italian premier yesterday 
afternoon at the end of his long visit to Italy, which 
began November 24. The two men first met soon after 
arrival. 


On future relations between Italy and Libya, the com- 
munique from the premier’s office said “it was recog- 
nised that a further development of bilateral economic 
relations would be eased by overcoming unresolved 
economic-commercial questions of the past.” 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 


The communique also said that the Italian side had 
taken note of Tripoli’s position condemning terrorism as 
a contribution to peace and international stability. 


Libya’s Jallud Holds News Conference 
—— Tripoli JANA in Arabic 0730 GMT 
Dec 88 


[Text] Rome, 2 Dec (JANA)—Staff Major ‘Abd al-Salam 


Italian colonialism in Libya. 


He said: I was told that Italians learn in schools that 
Italians went to Libya to build roads, to civilize people, 
and build houses. They did not 
mass extermination camps, 

po pers yes nay Ye 


these crimes and the extermination camps. He stressed 
that if this is done, the Italians will take to the streets and 
call for justice for the Libyan Arab people, because 
values and morals have to triumph in the end. 


Staff Major Jallud called for efforts to inform the Italian 
people about these crimes, and for the formation of a 
joint people’s committee of historians, intellectuals, and 
social and democratic forces to investigate these crimes 
committed against the Libyan Arab people. 


He pointed out in this context that Italian officials and 
public opinion in Italy have started to listen to our view 
after we revealed the crimes perpetrated by Italian 
colonialism against the sons of the Libyan Arab people. 


Regarding his visit to Italy, Staff Major ‘Abd al-Salam 
Ahmad Jallud said: I had frank and sincere talks with all 
the Italian officials in the government and from the 
parties. I believe that this visit has opened the door and 
clarified many issues. 


He said talks had been good and covered all bilateral 
Mediterranean issues, the Palestinian question, and 
international issues of common concern. 

















FBIS-WEU-88-232 
2 December 1988 


Staff Major ‘Abd al-Salam Jallud stressed the Jamahiri- 
yah’s desire to turn the Mediterranean into a sea of 
peace, concord, and economic, cultural, and commerical 
cooperation. He expressed the Libyan Arab people's 
concern about the U.S. 6th Fleet’s dependence on the 
U.S. bases on Italian territory, and about its aggression 
and provocations against us. 


Staff Major ‘Abd al-Salam Ahmad Jallud stressed that 
the Libyan Arab People believe in dialogue because this 
is proof of the civilization of the human mind. 


In the course of his answers, Staff Major ‘Abd al-Salam 
Ahmad Jallud denied the fabrications of U.S. imperial- 
ism against the Great Jamahiriyah regarding the Jama- 
hiriyah’s possession of a chemical weapons plant. He 
said that this lie is being perpetrated by the Zionist 
Shultz who is desperately trying to find a negative 
reaction the Great Jamahiriyah aborting his 
failed project of 17 May. [sentence as received] Since 
that date, Zionist Shultz cannot bear to hear the name of 
Libya. He fell into the arms of the Zionist lobby in order 
to preserve his position following a decision to depose 
him after the failure of his project. 


[Text] At his press conference Staff Major Jallud 
affirmed that all these things are nothing but lies about 
ee ee ren, Se Se ae 
Jallud asked why <b e Zionist Shultz and the 
West do act toh: shout uclear and chemical weap- 
ons which are made i > canted Qubsuine and Sou 
faites ote Ghats the ana eoein Cle ous > 
sign the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty? 


> 


Answering newsmen’s questions, Staff Maj ‘Abd al- 
Salam Ahmad Jallud said that contacts with the Euro- 
pean powers have exposed the U.S. lie about the reasons 
which the United States tried to circulate regarding its 
economic, political, and military measures against 
Libya. He affirmed that relations between the Great 
Jamahiriyah and the European powers are not only 
important to Libya but to the European powers them- 
selves. 


Staff Maj ‘Abd al-Salam Ahmad Jallud confirmed in his 
Statement that working groups have been formed 
between the Great Jamahiriyah and Italy and they will 
set off from the success of the visit to work on and 
discuss a number of cooperation issues so that these 
issues will be ready before the meetings of the joint 
committee which is to be headed by the Italian foreign 
minister and the secretary of the People’s Bureau for 
Foreign Liaison. The meetings will be held next March. 
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At the end of this statement he noted the formation of a 
joint popular committee of Arab and Italian historians to 
discover the truth about Libyans exiled or deported to a 
number of Italian islands. He pointed out that Libya had 
no historians at the time of the detested Italian colonial 
invasion and it was Italian generals who wrote about the 


black period. 


Joint Commission Planned 
AU0212092588 Rome ANSA in English 0823 GMT 
2 Dec 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome—ltaly and Libya will set up a 
commission chaired by their two foreign ministers 
before the end of March to study plans for a “15-20 year” 
cooperation project, according to the Libyan Govern- 
ment’s number-two, Major ‘Abd al-Salam Jallud. 


- Jallud, who has been visiting Italy since November 24, 


has held talks here with head-of-state Francesco Cossiga, 
prime minister, Ciriaco de Mita, and Foreign Minister 
Giulio Andreotti. 


“Italy gives substantial aid to third wc ‘d countries, but 
never a penny to Libya,” Jallud told a »ress conference 
Thursday, adding that, even if Libya's request for dam- 
ages to indemnify the North African state for “Italian 
colonialism”, has not been solved, “the premises are 
there”. 


According to Jallud, if Italy sends aid to Libya, Libya is 
ready to entrust contracts worth “30-40 billion dollars” 
to Italian firms, “with five billion dollars to be spent at 
once, in the course of three years.” 


In particular he cited investments in petrochemicals (a 
15-billion-dollar maxi-project whose output would be 
destined for Italy and Europe), natural gas, aluminum, 
building material, phosphate-derived fertilisers, and 
agro-industrial projects, incl»cding one with the Monte- 
dison Group. 


“Work-groups will have the job of studying the (overall 
Italo-Libyan) project which will be finalised in a meeting 
to be held no later than the end of March”, Jallud said. 


*s Miadenov To Visit 5-6 Dec 
AU301 !,32188 Rome ANSA in English 1251 GMT 
30 Nov 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, November 30—Bulgarian Foreigy. 
Minister Petar Miadenov will pay an official visit to 
Italy, December 5 and 6, on an invitation from his 
Italian counterpart, Giulio Andreotti, the Italian Foreign 
Ministry announced here today. 
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Foreign Minister on New Defense Treaty With U.S. 
LDO0112173588 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1200 GMT 1! Dec 88 


[ 


] Good afternoon. In the Ambassadors Room [at 
Ministry) the signing of the defense 
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relationship can be built. [end recording) 


[Ibanez] From U.S. Ambassador Bartholomew's point of 
view the treaty preserves both countries’ interests and 
those of the Atlantic alliance and he expressed his wish 
that relations between the United States and Spain will 
become and deeper. That's all from the Foreign 
Ministry. Good afternoon. 


Foreign Minister Criticizes U.S. Visa Refusal 
AU0212131688 Vienna KURIER in German 
2 Dec 88 p 3 


[Report on interview with Foreign Minister Fernandez 
Ordonez by Heinz Nussbaumer in Madrid: “Denying 
‘Arafet Entry to the United States is a Serious 
Mistake”—date not given] 


[Text] There can be no doubt: Banning Yasir ‘Arafat 
from traveling to New York has provided the Rhodes EC 
summit with a new subject: Even before the beginning of 
the meeting the officially “concerned” Community of 
the Twelve called on the United States to rethink its 
attitude. The irritation within the EC even bridges the 
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traditional gap between the southern EC member states, 
which have a friendly attitude toward PLO, and the 
rather reserved Netherlands, Britain, and FRG. 


journalists 
questions asked by KURIER: “The United States’ atti- 
tude is extremely negati ere eee oS 8 
caine Gas @ & mann at the Palestinians, it 
leads to desperation, and, once again, opens the way for 
sicalism!” 


The Spanish foreign minister noted quite frankly: “It is 
strange that ‘Arafat should have been allowed to address 
the UN in 1974, at a time when this man was certainly 
more of a terrorist than he is today, even in the eyes of 
the United States. Personally, I believe that the United 
States and Israel will not be able to afford pursuing such 
a policy much longer—time is working against them.” 
Fernandez Ordonez considers it to be “nonsense” that 
the UN has now to move to Geneva to be able to listen 
to ‘Arafat: “A serious mistake by Washington that forces 
the Europeans to become more active in Middle East 
questions. I can see this tendency, even with the North- 
ern Europeans....” 


However, Minister Fernandez Ordonez also displays 
optimism: “This mistake also has to do with the fact that 
at the moment nobody can really make decisions in 
Washington. I doubt that the new U.S. Administration 
would have reacted in this way.” 


What the world thinks was also reflected in the United 
Nations: The General Assembly called upon the United 
States with 151 against 2 votes (United States and Israel) 
to take back its visa decision, but Washington describes 
it as “irrevocable.” 


Thousands Protest Youth Employment Plan 
LDO112230488 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2200 GMT |! Dec 88 


[Text] Independent sources put the number of young 
people demonstrating in Madrid against the Youth 
Employment plan at 40,000. The organizers put the 
number at 300,000, and official sources put the number 


Groups not connected with the demonstration and who 
the organizers say were from the extreme right wing 
provoked incidents resulting in injuries to 15 policemen 
and 4 passersby. 
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Kidnap Victim in Lebanon to Government 
LD0212112588 Berne International Service in English 
1000 GMT 2 Dec 88 


[Text] A Swiss man kidnapped in Lebanon, Peter 
Winkler, has reportedly appealed to the Swiss Govern- 
ment to save his life. The appeal was made in a letter 
delivered to a news agency in Beirut and apparently 
signed by Mr Winkler, who was kidnapped more than 2 
weeks ago near the southern port city of Sidon. In the 
letter Winkler is quoted as saying he was kidnapped 
because he was Swiss and not because he was a delegate 
of the All-Swiss International Committee of the Red 
Cross [ICRC]. He said the Swiss Government knew what 
his kidnappers wanted and had to cooperate to save his 
life. The letter has not yet been authenticated. The ICRC 
has been in contact with militia groups in an attempt to 
trace Mr Winkler, but there's been no apparent progress 
in the search for him. Lebanese police have said the 
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kidnapping may be connected to the trial in Switzerland 
next February of a Lebanese extremist, Husayn ‘Ali 
Muhammad Hariri, who is accused of hijacking a plane 
to Geneva in 1987. 


National and States Councils Officials Elected 
AU3011155588 Zurich NEVE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG 
in German 30 Nov 88 p 33 


[Unattributed report: “Review of Sessions”] 


ey National Councillor Joseph Iten of the 

Christian Democratic People’s Party was elected Presi- 
dent, and Victor Ruffy Vice President of the National 
Council in its session in Berne on 28 November. Hubert 
Reymond of the Liberal Party was elected President, and 


. Luregn Mathias Caveliy of the Christian Democratic 


People’s Party Vice President of the Council of States. 
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1730 GMT 1 Dec 88 


[Text] Today President Yeoryios Vasiliou received the 
delegation from the PRC National People’s Congress, 
ae oe OSes SSeS 
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PRC Meets Vasilioa, Others interest shown by the PRC in the Cyprus problem. He 

NC0112223288 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek also expressed the hope that this interest will 
unabated until a just solution to the problem is 


House of The delegation was accompa- 
nied by Mrs Lin Aili, the PRC's ambassador to Cyprus. 


In the afternoon, the delegation visited the House of 
Representatives and observed its meeting. Welcoming 
the Chinese delegation, Yeoryios Ladhas, who chaired 
the meeting, expressed the House's appreciation for the 
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Papandreou Leaves for Rhodes to Chair EEC Summit 
NCO112121288 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1200 GMT 1! Dec 88 


[Text] The EEC summit conference will be held in 
Rhodes tomorrow and the day after under Prime Minis- 
ter Andreas Papandreou's chairmanship. Papandreou 
has already left for Rhodes. 


Heads of Government Arrive for EEC Meeting 
NCO112222288 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1930 GMT 1 Dec 88 


[Report from Rhodes by Spiros Khatzaras—recorded] 

[Excerpt] This is the 40th EEC summit meeting and it 
will take place here in Rhodes during the second Greek 
presidency of the EEC. The top journalistic event today 


views on international matters such as disarmament, 
East-West relations, and points of conflict in the Medi- 
terranean. The Greek presidency has held similar meet- 
ings with Maltese and Austrian representatives. 
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ELA Behind Three 2 Dec Explosions in Athens 
NC0212055788 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
0400 GMT 2 Dec 88 


[Text] There were three bomb explosions at 0115 today. 
The Revolutionary People’s Struggle [ELA] has claimed 
Earlier, two phone calls had been made to the ETHNOS 
and ELEVTHEROTIPIA newspaper, warning that the 
bombs had been planted in the EEC offices at 2 Vasilissa 
Sofia; in the Investments Bank at 15 Ipsilandis Street; 
and on the premises of the Greek Productivity Center at 
2 Parnassos Street, Amarousion [Athens suburb]. As a 
result of the calls, the mobile police were notified, and 
the streets were blocked off. Thus, when the bombs 
exploded, only property damage was caused. 


Journalist's Automobile 


_ Explosion 
NC0212055888 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 


0500 GMT 2 Dec 88 


[Text] An explosion occurred at 0345 today when a 
bomb detonated and destroyed the automobile of Dhi- 
mitrios Papadhopoulos, journalist and | VRADHINI 
director. The automobile was parked on 4 Kariotakis 
Street, ir Ano Patissia Quarter. The bomb had been 
planted by unknown persons. 


Tur«ish Violations of Aegean Airspace Viewed 
NC0212064288 Athens RIZOSPASTIS in Greek 
1 Dec 88 p 3 


[Text] During the “Tasmo” [as published] air and naval 
exercise on 26, 27, and 28 November, Turkish fighters 
committed a large number of violations and contraven- 
tions of Greek airspace in the Aegean. Although the 
Greek civil aviation authorities had given the Turkish 
authorities a positive reply to their demand for permis- 
sion to use six areas within the Athens FIR [Flight 
Information Region] during the exercises, which were 
scheduled to take place with and without the use of live 
ammunition, the Turkish fighters did not abide by the 
initial agreement. 
According to reports: 
—There were eight violations of air traffic regulations on 
Saturday 26 November by naval support and F-104 
planes. 


— There were eight violations on Sunday 27 November 
by naval support and F-4 and F-104 planes. 


—On Monday 28 November naval support, F-4, and F-104 
planes were responsible for 16 violations and contraven- 
tions in the area between Thasos, Limnos, Lesvos, and 
Khios islands. In most cases the Turkish planes were 
intercepted by the Greek Air Force's fighters. 
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Ozal oan EC European 
TA0112154788 Ankara ANATOLIA in Engiish 
1450 GMT 1! Dec 88 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
today asserted that Turkey is bound to enter the Euro- 
pean Community even if the date of entry cannot be 
predicted at this moment. 


“The important factor to ensure Turkey’s full member- 
ship in EC will be her own power and development,” he 
added. 


In his address to the press today after his weekly audi- 
ence with the president, Ozal expounded on his contacts 
with Federal German Che=~ellor Heimut Kohl in Stras- 
bourg on November 27 and also his contacts with French 
officials in France duting his three day visit to that 
country from 28 to 30 November. 


Indicating that Turkey's bid for membership last April 
was following normal process, Ozal said, “We have 
reorganized the ministries for close pursuit of develop- 
ments in the EC. Close interest in EC affairs of our 
industrialists, business circles, bankers and the service 
sector will surely facilitate T.rkey’s adaptation to the 
community,” Ozal said. 


In response to a query Ozal said he had not yet decided 
whether or not he would go to Davos this year. 


Ozal Commenis on Evren’s Veto of ‘Turban’ Bill 
TA01 12154888 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1505 GMT 1! Dec 88 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
today expounded on President Kenan Evren’s veto of a 
bill allowing women students to cover their heads in the 
Islamic fashion, dubbed ‘turban’, saying, “The president 
is concerned that the new freedom will be abused with 
students who will wear anything to classes.” 


“I do not believe it is useful to restrict attire in univer- 
sities,” he added. 


Addressing the journalists after his weekly audience with 
the president, Ozal answered questions on the issue and 
said the draft bill vetoed by the president would be 
discussed at the National Assembly once more. 


“Perhaps we may resolve the issue and free turban in 
university classes by means of a regulation to be issued 
by the Higher Education Board,” Ozal said. 


“All these will be resolved by the National Assembly,” 
Ozal concluded. 
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Since the State Council decided some years ago that 
turban wearing in university classes was not an expres- 
sion of democratic freedoms but a message of escalation 
of fundamentalism in a secular country, turban has been 
a cause of controversy leading to many demonstrations 
and hunger strikes by fundamentalists. While some uni- 
versities allowed the Islamic headgear as a sign of 
democracy, others maintained the ban in submission of 
the State Council decision. 


Lastly the ruling Motherland Party had inserted a clause 
in a draft bill concerning amnesty to failing university 
students allowing turban in classes for women students. 


President Evren today vetoed the bill declaring incom- 
patibilty with the Constitution. 


Iran’s Nabavi Says ‘Nothing Can Cool Relations’ 
TA0212113488 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 2 Dec 88 


[Text] Iranian Heavy Industries Minister Behzad Nabavi 
brought a message from Iranian Prime Minister Mir 
Hoseyn Musavi to Prime Minister Turgut Ozal today. 


Nabavi, who was received by State Minister Adnan 
Kahveci at Esenboga Airport, said: No factor can affect 
or cool our relations. 


In a statement at the airport, Nabavi said that he stopped 
over in Ankara on his way from Libya to Iran for 
refueling, but would use this opportunity to convey 
Musavi's reply message to Prime Minister Ozal. 


Asked to comment on the cooler relations between the 
two countries, Nabavi said: Nothing can cool our rela- 
tions with Turkey. My current visit is evidence of that. 
Prime Minister Ozal is receiving me despite the limited 
time available. This is the best example of the good 
relations between the two countries. The ties between 
our two nations are so strong that there cannot be any 
coolness. 


Replying to another question about the expulsion of two 
Turkish diplomats, Nabavi said that he is responsible for 
the economic and commercial relations between the two 
countries and that the political relations remain .»:tside 
his realm. He said: I do noi know the details. Further- 
more, if our commercial relations are at a good level, 
then our political relations automatically improve. 


Behzad Nabavi then visited State Minister Kahveci. The 
Iranian minister is now conveying Musavi’s message to 
Ozal. 
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Yilmaz Receives PLO Representative in Ankara 
7TA0112180488 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1700 GMT I Dec 88 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mesut Yilmaz has said that the 
request to raise the level of PLO representation in Ankara 
will be assessed within the necessary framework when the 
time is ripe. Yilmaz received Abu Firas, the PLO repre- 


Yilmaz said that Turkey believes that the courageous 
step taken by the PNC on the road to peace is worth 
encouragement. Reiterating Turkey’s support for the 
Palestinian state, Yilmaz added that the Palestinian 
request to raise the level of its representation 
carefully noted and that it will be assessed within the 
necessary framework when the time is ripe. 


Meanwhile, a delegation headed by Abu Firas, composed 
of the Ankara-based envoys of various Arab countries, 
called on SDPP leader Erdal Inonu. At the meeting, 
Inonu said that his party has always supported the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 
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‘Terrorists’ Attack Attache in Bremen 30 Nov 
TA0112160888 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1525 GMT 1 Dec 88 


(Text) Bremen (A.A.)}—Three masked and armed aggres- 
sors attacked Turkish employment attache in Bremen, 
West Germany, or Wednesday [30 November]. 
Speaking to AA after the raid, Mustafa Dagistanli said 
that the aggressors who raided his office tied him to an 
armchair and wrote s!ogans on the walls. 

Mr. Dagistanli said that the told him that 
their action was not aimed at but at the Turkish 
State because of the hunger strike held in prisons. 
hunger strikes in the Turkish jails fled the attache’s 


The police of Bremen who rushed to the site after the 
attache, freed from his ties called them, could not find 
any trace of the terrorists. 


Meanwhile Turkey's embassy to Bonn took initiative at 
the Federal Foreign Ministry and security authorities, in 
relation to the recently up attacks against the 
Turkish missions in West y. 


Prison Strikes End in 4 Cities 
TA0112161088 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1535 GMT 1! Dec 88 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Hunger strikes held by the 
inmates of Ankara, Diyarbakir, Nazilli and Eskisehir 
prisons were ended Wednesday. 

A statement of the Justice Ministry said that as the 
inmates of these prisons decided to end their hunger 
strike, inmates of the Nazilli and Eskisehir prisons were 
permitted to meet with their relatives in the open. 

















